FPAYKAAHCKMW
BYAUNHUK

N3n00k6bama e yacm om npoekm

»TB0pUU - NOCAAHUUU 33 COUUaAHa NpomMsHa“
Ha bvA2apcku ueHmMbp 32 HecmonaHcko npaBo,
duHaHcupaH om Mpozpama , Kyamypa”

Ha CmoAuYHa obwuHa 3a 2020 a.

OpzaHu3zamop / Organized by:

a3u 20guHa o>kuBomvbm Ha
Bcuyku HU ce npomeHu. Ha-
AodkeHume mepku 3a 6op6a
c COVID-19, cumyauusima Ha u36bH-
pegHOCM U NpUHYgumeAHa COUUAA-
Ha u3oAauyus cb3gagoxa ycewiaHe 3a
o02paHu4aBaHe Ha 2parkgaHckume Hu
npaBa u cbobogu. NMpe3 moBa mypbo-
AeHMHO Bpeme ce poguxa u 3abene-
>kumeAHU npumepu 3a coAugapHocm
meXkgy xopama, 3a cgpykaBaHe u
obuwu geucmBus 6 nogkpena Ha Hyk-
gaewume ce, HoBu dopmu 3a u3zpa-
396aHe Ha cBobogHa 2parkgaHcka no-

3uuus.

3Aook6bama npegcmabsa clo-
>kemu om naHgemMu4yHOMO
Bpeme npe3 2020, ynoBeHu
6b6 domozpaduume, ualocmpayu-
ume u mekcmoBeme Ha omAuUYeHU-
me aBmopu 6 koHkypca 3a coyuanHo
aH2a>kupaHo uzkycm®Bo ,,FpakgaHcku

6ygunHuk“ 2020.

3a peaAnu3zupaHemo

BbATAPCKM LLEHTDP
3A HECTOINAHCKO

NMPABO

FPAXAAHCKHU
BYANNTHUK

MNogkpenama 3a bvAzapcku ueHMbp
3a HecmonaHcko npaBo

Ha u3AoXkbama e ocuzypeHa
om doHgauus ,AMepuka 3a bvazapusa®.

OT OPTAHU3ATOPA

»Ipakgancku byguaHuk® e koHkypc
3a couuanHo aHz2a>kupaHo u3zkycmBo, koumo
e>ke2ogHoO op2aHu3upame Hue om ¢goHgauus

»,bbA2apcku ueHmMbp 3a HecmonaHcko npaBo®.

Hawama mucus e ga nogkpename xopama 6
BbAz2apus ga ce cgpy’kabam cBobogHo u ga ca
2pa>kgaHcku akmuBHu. 3a Hac o6eguHsiBaHemo
u cgpy>kabaHemo ca noBeye om ueHHoCcm - me

ca gBu2amengam Ha 2pakgaHckomo obuwecm6Bo.

KoHkypca ,,'parkgaHcku 6yguaHuk® opz2aHu3u-
pame 3a mpema 20guHa, 3aw,omo BapBame 6
cunama Ha uzkycmBomo ga npegu3bukBa co-
UuaAHa npomMmsiHa. Ype3 Hez20 nogkpensime 6yg-
HUMe u coyuanHo aH2a>kupaHu abmopu, kou-
Mo cbC cBoa manaHm, mBopyecka eHepzusg u
apmucmuyeH gyx pa3ka3z6am 3a yoBewkume

u 2parkgaHckume Hu npaBa u c6o6ogu.

TBopbume omnpaBsam nocAaHus 3a npabomo
Ha cgpy>kaBaHe, npaBomo Ha MupHU cbbpaHus
u cBo6ogami@mia choBomo - npaBama,

4ype3 koumo mokem ga (ce) Cvby>kgame u obe-

guHsiBame.

- CbbY)XAAHE:
[lpaBaTa

npes nornena
Ha N3KYCTBOTO

N39BAeHUSMaA U MHeHUSMa, u3pa3eHu B8 Hacmoswama

u3znodk6a, npuHagae>kam eguHcmBeHo Ha aBmopume Ha
npou3BegeHuama u He ompa3a6am HenpemeHHO Budk-

C duHaHcoBama nogkpena Ha
With the financial support of:

gaHussima Ha bbAzapcku ueHmMbp 3a HecmonaHcko npabo,
doHgauus ,,AMepuka 3a bvazapua® u CmoAuyHa obw,uHa.
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CIVIC
ALARM CLOCK

The exhibition is part of the Project , Artists -
Ambassadors for Social Change® of Bulgarian
Centre for Not-for-Profit Law, financed by
,Culture“ Programme of Sofia Municipality

for 2020.

OpzaHu3zamop / Organized by:

his year, the lives of all of us
have changed. The measures
imposed to combat COVID-19,
the state of emergency and forced
social 1solation have created a sense
of quarantine of our civil nghts and
freedoms. Despite the turbulent sit-
uation, we have witnessed remark-
able examples of solidarity among
people, of association and joint ac-
tion in support of those in need, new
forms of expression of free civic point
of view.

he exhibition presentsstories

from the pandemic in 2020,

captured 1n photographs, il-
lustrationsandtexts bydistinguished
authors 1n the third edition of the
competition for socially engaged art
,Civic Alarm Clock® 2020.

BbATAPCKM LLEHTDP
3A HECTOINAHCKO

NMPABO

FPAXAAHCKHU
BYANNTHUK

Support for the Bulgarian Center

for Not-for-Profit Law for the realization
of the exhibition 1s provided

by the America for Bulgaria Foundation.

FROM THE ORGANIZER

,Civic Alarm Clock“ 1s a competition for
socially engaged art, annually organized by
us - ,Bulgarian Centre for Not-for-Profit Law*

Foundation.

Our mission is to support people in Bulgaria to

associate freely, and to be active citizens. To us

involvement and association are more than a

value - they are the engine of civil society.

We organize the “Civic Alarm Clock”

competition for a third year, because we

believe 1n the power of art to stir social change.

Through 1t we support the open-minded and
socially engaged authors, who with their

talent, creative energy and artistic spirit tell

about our human and civil rights and freedoms.

The works of art convey messages about
the freedom of association, the freedom of
peaceful assembly and the freedom of speech

- the nights through which we can Awake and

unite oursele8anhd others.

AWAKENING:
Rights through
the eyes of art

2020
Vol.3

The statements and opinions expressed 1n this exhibition
are solely those of the authors of the works and do not

necessarily reflect the views of the Bulgarian Center for

Sofia Municipality.

C duHaHcoBama nogkpena Ha
With the financial support of:

Not-for-Profit Law, America for Bulgaria Foundation and
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SPEAK

ABmop: MazganeHa KeneBa
MopBo macmo 6 kamezopus
SAnlocmpauyua®

X

Bvnpeku u3zoAauusma u 3ampygHeHuUsima

ga obwyBame Auue 6 Auue, HaMepuxme Ha-
YUH ga ocmaHeMm cBvp3aHu. Mpe3 couyuan-
Hume mpeXku u ,live streaming® ycnaxme ga
ce obeguHuMm u ga u3zpa3zum cBosama cbnpu-
yacmHocm, nogkpena u gopu mpeBo2a eguH
kvm gpyz. Mackume moyke u ga npukpuBam
AuUama HU HaBbH, HO He Mo2am ga HU Haka-
pam ga mbA4Yum 6 gomoBeme cu.

SPEAK

Author: Magdalena Zheleva
First place
in the ,lllustration“ Category

X

Despite the isolation and the difficulty of
communicating face to face, we found a way
to stay connected. Through social media

and live streaming, we were able to unite
and express our empathy, support and even
concern for each other. Masks may cover our
faces outdoors, but they cannot silence us in
our homes.

OpzaHu3zamop/Organized by:

BbATAPCKM LLIEHTDP
3A HECTOINAHCKRO

BYAWNHUK

C duHaHcoBama nogkpena Ha
With the financial support of:

NMPABO rPAXKAAHCKHU

AMERICA FOR

BULGARIA
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3APA3HO JObPO

TaHa Bo)kuHoBa
Bmopo macmo
8 kamezopus ,MAlocmpauus®

2020 2o0guHa ce oka3a 20p4ubo npegu3Bu-
kameacmBo, Ho gopu u36vbHpegHOMO NOAO-
»keHue u npuzuBume 3a coyuanHa guCcmaH-
uus He ycngaxa ga nonpeyam Ha MHO3UHa ga

nogagam pvka Ha Heno3Ham 6 mpygHocm.

YoBeyHocmma 6 kpu3ucHa cumyauus oHa-

2Aegux ¢ gpeBHug cumBoa - gopBomo Ha
>kuBoma. JocmamvyHo e 8 goabokume my
kopeHu ga cmou >keAaHUemo Ha equUH-eguUH-
cmBeH 4oBek ga nomozHe. Taka, gopu 6
cmpauweH cBam, mo2am ga ce pogsim NAo-
goBeme Ha Hage>kgama - mankume uBemHu
monyema. lokamo gopBomo pacme,

Bce noBeye xopa c ycmubBka cu nogaBam
pvka u 8 3Hak Ha nogkpena chogeAsam nao-

CONTAGIOUS
GOOD

Tanya Bozhinova
Second place
in the ,lllustration® Category

2020 proved to be a stiff challenge, but
even the state of emergency and the calls
for social distancing failed to prevent many
from reaching out to a stranger in dire
straits. | 1llustrated humanness in a crisis
situation with the ancient symbol - the tree
of life. It 1s enough that the desire to help a
single person 1s in 1ts deep roots. Thus, even
in a scary world, the fruits of hope can ripen
- little colour balls. As the tree grows, more
and more people reach out with a smile and
share its fruits as a sign of support.

goBeme my.
OpzaHu3zamop/Organized by: C puHaHcoBama nogkpena Ha =

With the financial support of: I —
AMERICA FOR
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bE3 A'bKH

ABmop: Augusa CmaHyaoBa
Tpemo macmo
8 kamezopus ,,MAlocmpauus®

K

Cumyauuume Ha kpu3a Hau-gob6pe nokasz-
Bam npobaemume Ha o6wecmBomo, uzBark-
gauku Has6e u mo3u ¢ parwuBume HOBuUHU
u ge3uHdopmauusama. Jokamo opuzuHa-
Abm Ha 6ygucmkama nocaoBuua e: ,,He 2ne-
gau moBa, koemo npomuBopeyu Ha 6Aaz2o0-
npucmouHocmma; He 208o0pu moBa, koemo
npomuBopeyu Ha 6AazonpucmouHoCcMmMa;
He npaBu moBa, koemo npomuBopeyu Ha
6AazonpucmouHocmma“, mossma nepudpa-
3a Ha anezopusma ¢ ,,Tpume Mmbgpu Maumy-
HU“ e: ,He yyBau Av>ku/ He Budkgau Avdku/
He 2060pu Av)ku® - 8 moH c u36bHpegHama
cumyauusl.

Bmecmo ga ce o6z2parkgame ¢ HeBepHu u3-
MOYHUUU U Kyn4yuHU C moaAnemHa Xxapmus,
Heka cnpem u ce 3amucAum. [laau yyBame
ucmuHama? Jaau Buykgame ucmuHama? A
gaAu 206opum ucmuHama?!

NO LIES

Author: Lydia Stanulova
Third place
in the ,lllustration“ Category

X

Crisis situations best illustrate society’s
problems, exposing fake news and
misinformation. While the original Buddhist
proverb is: “Do not look at what i1s contrary
to decency; do not speak what 1s contrary

to decency; do not do what is contrary to
decency” my paraphrase of the allegory with
“The Three Wise Monkeys” 1s:“ Do not hear
lies / Do not see lies / Do not tell lies ,,- In
tune with the emergency situation.

Instead of surrounding ourselves with false
sources and stacks of toilet paper, let us
stop and think. Do we hear the truth? Do we
see the truth? Do we speak the truth?!

OpzaHu3zamop/Organized by:

BbATAPCKM LLIEHTDP
3A HECTOINAHCKRO

BYAUNHUK

C duHaHcoBama nogkpena Ha
With the financial support of:

NMPABO rPAXKAAHCKHU
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NIT'PAA HA KAPTHA I PLAY CARDS
CbhbC CEBE CHU WITH MYSELEFE

BopsiHa CaBoBa
[ToyemHO omAuYyue
8 kamezopus ,,Malocmpauus®

Boryana Savova
Honorary distinction
in the ,lllustration® Category

Ju2umanHa ualocmpauus, onucBawa cve-
mosiHUemo Ha uHguBuga no Bpeme ca couu-
aAHOMO gucmaHuupaHe u camous3oAauyusma.
Mepama Ha kapmu cumBoAau3zupa Bbmpeuu-
Hus koHdaukm u guanoa.

A digital illustration describing the state of
the individual during social distancing and
self-1solation. The card game symbolizes
internal conflict and dialogue.

OpzaHu3zamop/Organized by: C duHaHcoBama nogkpena Ha o
With the financial support of:

AMERICA FOR
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LIFE SCREENSHOT

CnaBeHa HukonoBa
[ToyemHO omAu4vue
8 kamezopus ,MAlocmpauus®

»,/IMa camo egHo ucmuHcko 6o02amcm®Bo, u
mo e o6bwyBaHemo medkgy xopama.” - AH-
moaH gbo CeHm-Ek3lonepu

#coronavirusoutbreak #togetherathome
#selfisolation #weareinthistogether
#connecting #unity #bettertogether
#positivityduringcrisis

LIFE SCREENSHOT

Slavena Nikolova
Honorary distinction in the , lllustration®
Category

“The only true wealth 1s communication
between people.” - Antoine de Saint-Exupery

#coronavirusoutbreak #togetherathome
#selfisolation #weareinthistogether
#connecting #unity #bettertogether
#positivityduringcrisis

OpzaHu3zamop/Organized by:

BbATAPCKM LIEHTDBP
3A HECTOIMNAHCKO

BYANNTHUK

NMPABO FPAXKAAHCKMU

C puHaHcoBama nogkpena Ha P
With the financial support of:

AMERICA FOR
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IIPESAPEX/IAHE

Xpucmo PyceB
MbopBo macmo
8 kamezopus ,,®omozpadusn”

KopoHaBupycbm Hu uznpabu npeg HoBu
BpemeHa, 6 koumo mpab6Bawe ga ce Hay4yum
ga >kuBeem u ouensaBame. KazBam , ouensBa-

me* 3awomo noBevyemo Hewa, ¢ koumo ce
convckBaxme edkegHeBHO, 3a Hac 6sxa HOBu.
A He 6saxme cBukHanu ga >kuBeem u mucaum
3a gpy2ume. Au4Ho a3 kamo ¢pomodkypHa-
AuCm Bugsax MHO020 hoAoXkumeAHU Hew,a,
koumo Bupycbm ,,npuquHU®: op2aHUmMe Ha
pega u3BegHbk cmaHaxa om3uB4yubu, pa3-
6upaw,u u nomazawu; gobpoBoauyu 6 nomow
Ha Bb3pacmHu; gapumeacku kamnaHuu 3a
XpaHa, 6 koumo ce Bkalovyuxa xuaagu, ¢ mu-
CbA 3a konezama, komwiusma uAu Heno3Ha-
mus Ha yauuama.

RELOAD

Hristo Rusev
First place
in the ,,Photography“ Category

The coronavirus confronted us with new
times in which we had to learn to live and
survive. | say “survive” because most of
the things we encountered every day were
new to us. And we were not used to living
and thinking about others. Personally, | as

a photojournalist saw many positive things
that the virus ,,caused”: law enforcement
suddenly became responsive, understanding
and helpful; volunteers helped the

elderly; food donation campaigns involved
thousands, with the thought of a colleague,
a neighbour or a stranger on the street.

OpzaHu3zamop/Organized by:

BbATAPCKM LIEHTDBP
3A HECTOIMNAHCKO

BYANNTHUK

C duHaHcoBama nogkpena Ha = A h S
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TEMPONAUTICA

CunBusg bozoebBa u

NMAaameH AHko6 - TEMPONAUTICA
Bmopo macmo

8 kamezopus ,,domozpadusn”

Bpeme Ha naHgemus, Bpeme Ha couyuan-

Ha u3zoAauus...Hocum macku u waemoBe.

Ho gaAau mpa668a ga ocmaHem 6e3MbABHU,
ckpumu u muxu? Ko2zamo obwecmBomo e
pa3geAeHo u HezoBume npaba ca ozpaHuye-
HU, e ocobeHo BarkHO ga ce gage cBobogeH
Nbm Ha npaBomo Ha u3zpa3saBaHe Ha no3u-
uuu, mBopyecmBo u ugeu 8 noaza Ha 06-
wecmBeHus guckypc. Temponautica e cepus
om nepdpopmamuBHU hopmpemu, 3acHemu
no Bpeme Ha u3BvHpegHOMO noAoXkeHue
kamo ekcnaopamuBeH onum 3a u3zcaegBaHe
Ha Bpv3kama medkgy 6vbgewemo u muHano-
mo, kakmo u >kuBoma 616 Bpememo Ha naH-
gemusma u u3oAauusama. M3non3zB8ame 06-
pa3a Ha YyoBeka om 6vgewemo-TemnoHabm,
koumo nvmyBa Ha3zag 66 Bpememo go
gHewHama peaAHocm. Onumume Ha Temno-
HaBma ga ycmaHoBu koHmakm ¢ xopama Ha
ma3u clopeaAucmuyHa peaAHOCM Ca HeyC-
newHu. Tou ocmaBa mbayanub cBugemen Ha
cAy4Bawomo ce.

»daHo ¢uzuvyeckomo 3amBapsaHe
omBopu ymoBeme!*“
(Eg2ap MopeH)

TEMPONAUTICA

Silviya Bogoeva
and Plamen Yankov - TEMPONAUTICA
Second place
in the ,,Photography“ Category

A time of pandemic, a time of social 1solation
... we wear masks and helmets. But should
we remain silent, hidden and quiet? When
society is divided and its rights are limited,
1t 1s particularly important to give green
light to the right to express positions,
creativity and ideas in favour of the public
discourse. Temponautica is a series of
performative portraits taken during the
state of emergency as an exploratory
attempt to study the relationship between
the future and the past, as well as life in
time of pandemic and isolation. We use the
image of the man of the future - Temponaut,
who travels back in time to today‘s reality.
The Temponaut‘s attempts to make contact
with the people of this surreal reality fail.
He remains a silent witness to what is
happening.

“May the physical lockdown open minds!”
(Edgar Morin)

OpzaHu3zamop/Organized by:

BbATAPCKM LIEHTDBP
3A HECTOIMNAHCKO

BYANNTHUK

C duHaHcoBama nogkpena Ha
With the financial support of:

NMPABO FPAXKAAHCKMU
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HYOBEYHOCTTA

B MUCHA

3A OIIASBAHE HA
HYOBEYECTBOTO

Tuxomupa MemogueBa - Tuxuy
Tpemo msicmo 6 kamezopusg ,,domozpadusa®

domozpaduama e 4yacm om cepusma ,Ho-
BeyHocmma 6 mucug 3a ona3zBaHe Ha YyoBe-
yecmBomo®, 8 koamo ype3 pomozpadpckomo
uzkycm6o pa3zka3zb6am 3a npuHoca Ha HsIkoA-
ko 2parkgaHcku opz2aHu3zauuu 6 nogkpena Ha
Hy>kgaewu ce no Bpeme Ha u3BbHpegHOMO
nonoXkeHue 4ype3 gocmabBgaHe Ha XpaHa, Ae-
kapcmBa u npogykmu om nvp6a Heobxogu-
mocm. U Hau-Beye ype3 2puwka u BHumaHue,
3a ga um nokakam, 4ye He ca camu.

HUMANNESS

IN A MISSION
TO PRESERVE
HUMANITY

Tihomira Metodieva-Tihich
Third place in the ,,Photography“ Category

This photograph 1s part of the series
“Humanness 1n a mission to preserve
humanity”, in which with the means of
photography I tell about the contribution

of several civic organizations supporting
those 1n need during the state of emergency
by delivering food, medicine and basic
necessities. And most of all, through care
and attention to those in need showing
them that they are not alone.

OpzaHu3zamop/Organized by:

NMPABO rPAXKAAHCKHU
BYAUNHUK

C duHaHcoBama nogkpena Ha
With the financial support of:

BbATAPCKM LLIEHTDP
3A HECTOINAHCKRO
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KOIIHEXX

lep2aHa Kaguucka
[ToyemHO omAauyue
8 kamezopus ,,®omozpadusn”

KonHe>kbm kvm cBo60gama - HenpecmaHeH
Buk, Hawemo BbmpewHo exo. Tou we om-
Bopu Bpamu, we ocmabu camo omneyamwb-
ka cu Bbpxy Yemupume cmeHu U we mpbve-
He Ha hbm, HechupHo nbmyBaHe. Mbvmam

- Hage>kga 3a wacmuemo, 2apaHuus 3a Cob-
wecmByBaHe u eguHcMBeHama mepumea-
Ha eguHuua Ha Hawus >kuBom. To3u konHexk
e npaBomo ga u3pa3um cebe cu, no3uyus-
ma 4ye He cme 6e3gywHU. Bceku konHee 3a
co6cmBeHama cu c6o60ga, 3awomo 6e3 Hes
>kuBombm 6u 6un HemucAaum. CBobogama

LONGING

Gergana Kadiyska
Honorary distinction
in the ,,Photography“ Category

Longing for freedom - a constant cry, our
inner echo. It will open doors, leave only

1ts mark on the four walls, and set out on

a journey, a never-ending journey. The

road - a hope for happiness, a guarantee

of existence and the only measure of our
lives. This longing is the right to express
ourselves, the point of view that we are not
without souls. Everyone longs for their own
freedom, because without 1t life would be
unthinkable. The freedom to be!

ga 6bgewl!
OpzaHu3amop/Organized by: C puHaHcoBama nogkpena Ha AR

With the financial support of: I —
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SOLIDARITY: A CONTRAPOINT

ToH4Yo KpaeBcku
MopBo macmo B kamezopus ,,Tekcm®

a3Bam Hu, 4ye coanugapHocm e MopaAHOMO 3agbAkeHue Hue ga BkalouBame

xopa 8 obwHOoCcMu, ga 2u 3awumabame u nogkpensasme Ha ocHoBaHue Hawa-

ma cnogeAeHa YoBeyHocm. Ho kou cme Hue u kakBo Hu e pa3geAuno Ha nbpBo
Bpeme om gpyz2ume xopa, ¢ koumo chogeasme ma3u YoBeyHocm?

Tpa6Ba ga cu npu3Haem, ye ,Hue“-no3uyusima He e MHO20 npecmukHa 8 gHew-
Ho Bpeme, gopu B cpegume Ha xopa nponoBsigBawu conugapHocm u YoBeyHocm.
,Hue“ e gonycmumo, gokonkomo HamekBa 3a c6op om uHguBugu. Ho ga 208opuwi
u geucmBaw 8 umemo Ha HakakBo moHoAaumHo ,Hue®, koemo e noBeye om cbopa

Ha cCbcmaBHume cu Hacdmu, ce nocpeuld kamo LUOBUHU?,'bM, NONYAU3bM, gemazozus
(kou mu gaBa npaBo ga 206opuw om umemo Ha ...?), HO cbw,0 komyHu3bM, korek-
muBu3zbm u np. No Bpeme Ha kapaHmuHama egHa BAaoz2bpka, Hamaau YuH, gocma
Heobu4yalHa u cmyw,aBawa nepcoHa, yuumo kaHaa - ContraPoints - canegs ¢ BuHoB-
Ho Alo6bonumcmBo om 20gquHu, nybaukyBa Bugeo-ece, 03az2aaBeHo ,,Cringe“. Hama-
AU u3Aaaza punocodpcka meopus Ha kpuHgrka u ocobeHo kpuHgdka B uHmepHem kya-
mypama.

KpuHgok e yyBcmBomo 3a 6oae3HeHa HeaoBkocm, koemo uznumBame, kozamo cme
usmpibv2Hamu om cob6cmBeHama cu nepcnekmuBa u cme npuHygeHu ga ce Bugum
omcmpaHu. ,KpuHgrkBame®, kozamo npoyemem cmapu cBou cmamycu u komeH-
mapu, koumo Hu ce cmpyBam Beye 2aynabBu, kozamo cAaywame 2aaca cu Ha 3anuc
uAu kozamo cu cnomHame 3a yHu3umeAHu momeHmu. Ho kpuHgrkbm modke ga 6vge
HacoyeH u kbvm gpyz 4oBek, kozamo mou ce uzaaza nybaudHo. Komnuaayuume om
BugeokaunoBe Ha xopa, koumo nagam, ygpsim ce uau ce 3aenocmaBam no Hsakakv6
Ha4yuH ca om Hau-cmapume ¢dopmu Ha 3abaBaeHue B uHmMepHem. Toz2aBa o6ukHoBe-
Ho kpuHgokBame ¢ max, uznumBame kocBeHo cmyw,eHue, koemo e Bug cbuyBcmBue,
3aw,omo gopu ga e CMewHo, Hue pazbupame, 4e cnogensime egHa u cbw,a YoBewka
ya3B6umocm. Ho npeobaagaBawomo kpuHgk cvgvprkaHue B8 mpedkama e kpuHgk
kom Hakozo. Mpu ma3zu Bapuayusa HabalogaBame 4oBek, koumo He ocb3HaBa cBos
cpam. Mma ugaaa uupkoBa uHgycmpusg, kosmo ce xpaHu om kpuHgyka kbm, Hanp.,
npegaBaHusama 3a amamobopu neBuu, 6 koumo MHO3UHA oM yYyacmHuuume u3Au3am
C 20AaMa yBepeHocm Ha cueHama, 3awomo ca ybegeHu, 4ye nesm gobpe, gokamo
BcbwHOCM ce u3zaazam. Ta3zu gucmaHuyusa meXkgy npegcmaBama u geucmBumea-
Hocmma nopakga kpuHg)k u Hue 20 uznumBame, 3aw,omo me He ca maka go6pu
ga 20 uznumBam 3a cebe cu. To3u kpuHg)k e Beye npe3pumeneH u cagucmuyeH.
»KpuHgkvm e enekmpowokbm, emouuoHaAnHOomMo Haka3aHue 3a moBa ga 6vgew He-
ymecmeH. To oxpaHsBa 2paHuyume Ha coyuanHoO gonycmumomo noBegeHue, kamo

HapaHaBa e2como“ - kazBa Hamaau. U cvwo: ,MpuduHama ga cme moakoBa npuBae-
yeHU om kpuHgrk cbgvprkaHuemo e, 4e Hawume mo3vuyu uckam ga ce Hay4yum kak
ga u36s28ame ga cmaBame 3a cmax.”

To3u mexaHuU3bM Ha npaBonpuAazaHe uma mbMHa cmpaHa. Hamaau gaBa 3a08ewu
npumepu, ¢ koumo Bceku morke ga cBvprke cBos onum oHAauH. Ya368umu xopa, kou-
MO He Ca goOCMAamMbBbYHO CaMoCb3HAamMeAHU ga cvbalogaBam co6cmBeHomo cu noBe-
geHue, Moz2am ga ce npeBbvpHam 8 60kcoBu kpywu 3a uHmMepHem mbAnama, koamo
we 2u npoBokupa, maHunyAaupa u mopmo3u, 3a ga npogvarkaBa ga u3zuedkga kpuH-
g>ka om max. NMyb6audyHomo ono3opsiBaHe e moakoBa cagucmu4yHo u npumumuBHo,
4ye NO HUWO He ce pa3audaBa om AuH4Y4yBaHemo u 3amepsHemMo ¢ KaMbHU U 3eAeH-
4yyuu, koemo cmssmame 3a npeogoAsiHO npegu eguH-gBa Beka. Kakmo u mozaBa,
AUHYDM e Hepa3zgeAHo cBbp3aH ¢ HakakBu mopaaHu onpaBgaHus, koumo mbAna-
ma cu BHywaBa. ,Tpsa66a ga BHumaBa noBeue. A3 3awo0 He ce uznazam maka? Taka
My nomazame ga ce ocb3Hae.” MU myk ugBa ocobeHo HenpusmHama 4yacm. Hamaau
omkpuBa 3aBucumocm, Bpv3ka me>kgy AuH4yBaHusa, om egHa cmpaHa, u Hakou om
Hau-cmpacmHume My MmbyumeAu, om gpyaa. Hanp., xopa cbC COyUuaAHU U NCUXUYHU
pa3cmpoucmBa mHo20 Yyecmo 6uBam Hau->kecmoko npecaegBaHu om gpyau maku-
Ba xopa. YXKeHu, 2zel U mpaHc xopa AuH4yBam gpyzau >keHu, 2el U mpaHC Xopa.

Mo>ke 6u myk e macmomo ga karka 3a me3u, koumo 3a nbpBu nbm yyBam 3a Hegq, ye
Hamaau e mpaHcg)keHgbp. HeuHume Bugea nbpBu me omkpexHaxa 3a npomuBope-
yusma u Hanpe>keHuemo B8 camama mpaHc o6wHocm, kbgemo (kakmo HaBcsikbge)
coAugapHoCmma Xu4y He e gageHocm. OcHoBHusmM mopaneH goBog, ¢ koumo aymu-
cmu 2aBpam aymucm uAu mpaHc xopa 2aBpam mpaHc 4oBek, e, ye mou ce gvprku
3AenocmaBauwo 3a usanama obwHocm. ,3apagu makuBa kamo He20 o6wecmBomo Hu
Mpa3u U yuc-xopama Hama ga Hu npuemam.” M moBa e HacmoaeH npumep 3a kpuH-
g>kbm, koumo Hamaau Hapu4a BbmpewHO2pynoB, 3aw,omo 20 uznumBame, ko2zamo
YAeH Ha 2pyna, kbm kosmo npuHagaekum, ce u3aaza, m.e. He mo>ke npaBuaHo ga
ckpue cBossma pa3audHocm u ga ce gbp>ku kamo go6vp u HopmaneH uHguBug. ,,Tou/
ms He e ucmuHcku mpaHcg)keHgop!® - kpewsam AuH4yBawume, 3awomo ce 6oam
om peakuusma Ha ,,HOpMaAHUmMe xopa“ u ce HagsaBam, 4ye ako me ca Hau-pa3naae-
Hume 8 mbAnama Ha HopmaAHOCMMaA, MbANaMa we 2u now,agu, we 2u NOgMmuHe.

Ho moBa He Ba>ku camo 3a mapzauHaAu3zupaHume obwHocmu. To e BaaugHo 3a Bcuu-
ku. N e Hakak nogxogaw,0, ye HabalogeHuemo uge om 4yoBek kamo Hamaau, koumo
ce e pogua B 2pewtHomMo msAo. 3awomo ako cu caodkum mo3u apwuH, moXke ga u3-
Ae3e, 4e MHO3UHA om Hac cbdemaBam cBoemo msaAo ¢ ugeHmuyHocm, kosmo Hu
e yy>kga. Kak uHaye ga cu o6acHum, ye 4yoBek, pogeH 6 6bA2apcko ceno uau 2pague,
Mmo>ke ga ce cpamyBa om BbAazapus, ga s noguzpaba u ga ce u3BuHsaBa npu nvpBa Bb3-

Mo>kHocm Ha eBponeuuyume om HeuHo ume? NAu 4ye modke 2euoBe ga pvkoBogsm
kpauHogecHuU napmuu? Maagexku, koumo ca 6uau npeHebpezBaHu uAu mopmose-
HU B yyuAuwe, 3awomo ca 6uAu pa3zAudHU, ga 2pomMsaim pa3AudHUmMe no BecmHuuu
u meaeBu3zuu? Xopa, koumo ca pogeHu B8 Hau-o6ukHoBeHU cemeucmBa, ga npona-
2aHgupam kak mpa66a ga ce npemaxHe mMuHUMaAHama pabomHa 3anAama? 3aw,0?
3awomo uckam - uckame - npuemaHe om ,,HopmanHume®, BnucBaHe B 2pynama Ha
uHguBugume, He c ueA ga uznvkHem, amu ga cmaHem HeBugumu, ga HU ocmaBam
Ha mupa. Uckame ga 6vgem npocmo ,a3" He3aBucumu om poXkgeHume 6eae3u, om
pa3AudHOCMmMa Ha ,Hue“-mo. buyyBame cBoume, 3a ga uzbezHem kamwiuka. Mpega-
Bame cBossma naAbm u kpvB, 3a ga nokarkem nosiaAHocm kbvm npuHuyunu u ugeu, m.e.
kbm 2pynama Ha HenpuHagAe>kawume, naememo koemo ka3zBa, ye He e naeme. Ho
mas3u ,,ugeHmMu4yHocm“ e 3amBop u nanay 3a meaama Hu, kakmo maaomo Ha Hama-
AU e 6uno 3amBop u nanay 3a HeuHama ugeHMuYyHocm.

Bbnpocvbm 3a coAugapHocmma, u3Au3a, He e kak ga npuobwaBame xopa, a kak xopa-
ma ca 6uau uzkaloueHu Ha nbpBo Bpeme. Janu e3ukbm He HU Abdke, kozamo ka3Ba-
Me Yye uHmezpupame Hsikozo, a BcvwHocm 20 BkalouBame kvm 2pynama Ha u3zkalo-
yeHume? Jaau omgeAHusm 4yoBek HaucmuHa e gocmambyHO CuAeH, 3a ga ka)ke ,,a3“
u ga 36y4u cepuo3zHo? aau uHguBugbm He e yHUBepcaAHUAM MUPAHUH - Yy>kgama
ugeHmu4yHocm, kosmo e konoHU3upana meAaama Hu u e pa32aobuaa cmagomo Hu? U
konko cbBbpweH e He2oBuam penpecuBeH anapam! Tou He u3gaba u3zpuyHu 3anobe-
gu, HAMa ueHmpaneH komumem. Yecmo npaBuaama Ha uHguBugyaaucmkus pe>kum
Ca HenucaHu UAU gopu HanbAHO omcbcmBam - Ha Hac e ocmabeHo ga ce gocew,ame,
C pa3ymMHu u npegna3auBu gozagku ga koHcmpyupame camu npaBuaomo, koemo ga
cnegBame, 3a ga 6vbgem noowpeHu U ga-He Hu ce cmesam. MNMoauueuckama Baacm e
aymcopcHama kbm Hac camume u ce npe>kuBsBa kamo c6o6oga. Yo6ekvm, y kozo-
MO e CUAHO Cb3HaHUemo, CuAeH e u BAacmHu4veckusm anapam. HaemHuuu, koumo
noAuyeucmBam cobcmBeHume cu meAa u ha3sm om npositBume Ha pa3Au4HOCM, Ha
coaugapHocm, Ha ,,Hue® npu moBa 8 umemo Ha uHguBugyanHus u36op u XymaHu-
3ma. Ho a3 umam noBeye o6wo c Hamaau, omkoakomo c usaa opga uHguBugu c mo-
ama ,,ugeHmuyHocm® uau, bo>ke ona3u, ,,y6e>kgeHus“. Hew,o UHMUMHO U HENPOU3-
Hocumo cBbp3Ba xopama, koumo noHe BegHwbXk ca ce npoBansau ga ckpusm cBosima
pa3AU4HOCM, @ MHO20 Ca ce onumBaau.
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SOLIDARITY: A CONTRAPOINT

Toncho Kraevski
First place in the ,,Text“ Category

e are told that solidarity is the moral obligation for us to include people

In communities, to protect and support them based on our shared

humanness. But who are we and what separated us in the first place
from the other people with whom we share this humanness?

We have to admit that the ,we“ position is not very prestigious nowadays, even
among people who preach solidarity and humanness. “We” 1s admissible insofar
as 1t implies a collection of individuals. But to speak and act in the name of some
monolithic “we” whichis more thanthe sum ofits components, is metas chauvinism,
populism, demagoguery (who gives you the right to speak on behalf of...?), but also
communism, collectivism, etc. During the quarantine, a vlogger, Natalie Wynn, a
rather unusual and unsettling person whose channel - ContraPoints - | have been
following with guilty fascination for years, published a video essay entitled ,,Cringe*.
Natalie presents a philosophical theory of cringe and especially cringe in internet
culture.

Cringe is the feeling of painful awkwardness we feel when we are yanked from our
own perspective and forced to see ourselves from aside. We cringe when we read
old posts and comments that seem already silly to us, when we listen to our voice
on a recording, or when we remember humiliating moments. But cringe can also
be directed at another person when they are embarrassing themselves in public.
Compilations of videos of people who fall, hit or are out of their depth in some way
are among the oldest forms of entertainment on the Internet. Then we usually cringe
with them, we experience vicarious embarrassment, which is a kind of empathy,
because even when it 1s funny, we understand that we share the same human
vulnerability. But the predominant cringe content on the web is cringe for someone.
In this variation, we observe a person who 1s not aware of their shame. There is a
whole circus industry that feeds on cringe for, for example, amateur singer shows, in
which many of the participants go on stage with great confidence because they are
convinced that they sing well while actually embarrassing themselves. This distance
between concept and reality generates cringe, and we experience it because theyare

not so good as to experience it for themselves. This cringe is already contemptuous
and sadistic. ,Cringe 1s the electric shock, the emotional punishment for being
awkward. It enforces the limits of socially acceptable behaviour by wounding the
ego,’says Natalie. Also: “one reason we‘re fascinated by cringe content is that our
brains want us to learn how to avoid being laughed at.”

This enforcement mechanism has a dark side. Natalie gives sinister examples that
anyone can relate to in their online experience. Vulnerable people who are not self-
aware enough to observe their own behaviour can become the butt of the jokes of
the internet crowd, which will provoke, manipulate and harass them to continue
squeezing the cringe out of them. Public humiliation is so sadistic and primitive
that it is no different from lynching and throwing stones and vegetables, which we
believe was overcome a century or two ago. As then, the lynching is inextricably
linked to some moral justifications that the crowd impresses on. ,,I need to be more
careful. Why don’t I humiliate myself like that? That‘s how we help them come to
their senses. "And here comes the particularly unpleasant part. Natalie discovers
a dependence, a connection between the lynched, on the one hand, and some of
their most passionate tormentors, on the other. For example, people with social
and mental disorders are very often the most severely persecuted by other people
who are the same. Women, gay and trans people lynch other women, gay and trans
people.

Maybe this is the place to say that Natalie 1s transgender for those who hear about
her for the first time. Her videos first brought home to me the contradictions and
tensions in the trance community itself, where (as everywhere) solidarity is not a
given. The main moral argument for autistic people to ridicule autistic people or
trans people to ridicule trans people is that they behave in a discreditable manner to
the whole community.” Because of people like them, society hates us and cispeople
will not accept us.” And this is a textbook example of cringe, which Natalie calls
ingroup, because we experience it when a member of a group to which we belong is
embarrassing themselves i.e. they cannot properly hide their difference and behave
like a good and normal individual. ,He/she is not a real transgender!“ - the lynchers
shout, because they are afraid of the reaction of “normal people” and hope that if
they are the most enthusiastic in the crowd of normalcy, the crowd will spare them,
will pass them by.

But this applies not just to marginalized communities. It is valid for everyone. And
1t 1s somehow appropriate that the observation comes from someone like Natalie,
who was born in the wrong body. Because if we use this yardstick it may turn out
that many of us combine our bodies with an identity that is strange to us. How
else to explain that a person born in a Bulgarian village or town can be ashamed of
Bulgaria, mock it and apologize at the first opportunity on its behalf to Europeans?
Or that gays can lead far-right parties? Young people who were neglected or bullied
at school because they were different, trash the different ones in newspapers and
on television? People who were born into the most ordinary families trumpet how
the minimum wage should be abolished? Why? Because they want - we want - to
be accepted by the “normal”, blend in the group of individuals, not to stand out, but
become invisible, be left alone. We want to be just , 1, independent of birthmarks,
of the difference of ,we“. We whip our own to avoid the whip. We trade our flesh
and blood to show loyalty to principles and ideas, i.e. to the group of the excluded,
the tribe that says it is not a tribe. But this ,,identity“ is a prison and an executioner
to our bodies, just as Natalie‘s body was a prison and an executioner to her identity.

The issue of solidarity, it turns out, is not how to include people, but how people
were excluded in the first place. Does our language lie when we say that we are
integrating someone, when in fact we are including them in the group of the
excluded? Is the individual strong enough to say “I” and sound serious? Isn‘t the
individual the universal tyrant - the strange identity that has colonized our bodies
and dispersed our herd? And how perfect is the tyrant’s repressive apparatus! There
are no explicit orders issued, there is no central committee. Often the rules of the
individualist regime are unwritten or even completely absent - we are left to guess,
with reasonable and cautious assumptions, to draw up the rule ourselves that
we will follow in order to be encouraged and not to be laughed at. Police power is
outsourced to ourselves and is experienced as freedom. The person who has a strong
consciousness has also a strong power apparatus. Mercenaries who police their own
bodies and guard against manifestations of diversity, of solidarity, of ,We® in the
name of individual choice and humanism at that. But | have more in common with
Natalie than with a whole horde of individuals with my ,1dentity“ or, God forbid,
yconvictions.” Something intimate and unpronounceable connects people who have
at least once failed to hide their differences, and have tried a lot.
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BHUPYCA THE HUG
HA IIPET'PB/IKATA VIRUS

AnekcaHgobp NBaHOB Alexander Ivanov

Bmopo macmo
8 kamezopus , Tekcm®

He ce ueAnyBaume
He ce pa3xorkgaume
He u3Au3aume

He nbmyBaume

He Aememe

He ce HanuBaume
He kawasume

He ce npubawkaBaume
He neume

He Bukaume

He numaume

He guwaume

He Hoceme macku
He ce 3apa3gB6aume

He ce npezpvwaume
He ce npezpbuwaume
He ymupaume

ONnacCHoO €
Ja He cme Camu

Second place
in the ,Text“ Category

don‘t kiss

don‘t walk

don‘t go out
don’t travel

don’t fly

don‘t get drunk
don’t cough
don’t come near
don’t drink

don‘t shout

don‘t ask

don’t breathe
don’t wear masks
don’t become infected

don‘t hug
don’t hug
don’t die

1t‘s dangerous
not to be alone
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AI'PECHU S

EAneHa YamypkoBa
Tpemo macmo 8 kamezopus ,,Tekem*

uAeHa ce npubpa cbcunaHa om ymopa, Ho 6e3kpauHo ygoBaemBopeHa, a

moBa ycewaHe u 6ewe HENO3HAMO npe3 nocAegHUMe CaMOMHU 20gUHU.

XpyMHa U, ye cbgbama BcobwHOCM e Hau-20AemMusm cueHapucm, 3aw,o0mo
nogHacswe HeovyakBaHu o6pamu.

CvBcem gockopo ms Bv3npuemawe cebe cu 3a 6e3audeH u He3zabeaerkum yobek,
yuumo mpyg, kay3a u eHepaus ce paznuagBaxa kamo cumHu npawuHku, u3zgyxaHu
om MowHus nopuB Ha >kumeuckume 6ypu. ToBa a sgocBawe, HO msa ymeewe ga
gop>ku nog koHmpoa BbmpewHama cu azpecus. Koemo Bnpoyem MomanAHoO g U3-
mouw,aBawe.

O6cmosimeancmBama obave ce nogpeguxa maka, 4ye 8 MomeHmMa MunaeHa ce 4yBcm-
Bawe none3Ha u momuBupaHa ga nomaza. 3aw,omo, gokamo gpyzume 2ybexa pa-
6oma, coyuaneH >kuBom, napu, a Hakou gopu - 3gpaBemo u >kuBoma cu, msa 6ewe
3aema no 12 4yaca u moBa g cnacsBawe.

Om 20guHu MuaeHa pabomewe 6 eguHcmBeHus B o6baacmma kpuzuceH ueHmMbBP
3a YkepmBu Ha gomawHO Hacuaue. Kanauumemdbm my 6e 3a 15 yoBeka, Ho npegu
u3BvHpegHOmMoO nonodkeHue cmoewe noymu npa3eH. MNvk u 3a gomawHoO Hacuaue
noymu He ce 208opewe. Temama 6ewe geaukamHa. Xopama ce cpamyBaxa u npeg-
noyumaxa mbyumeAHo ga cmuckam 3v6u, BMecmo ga nombpcam cneyuaAu3zupaHa
nomow, U komnemeHmHo peweHue Ha mo3u me>kbk coyuaneH npobaem. bewe um
no-ygobHo ga mbpnam Bepb6aAnHama u du3zudeckama azpecuss Ha napmHbopume cu,
Bmecmo ga cnogensm u BegHbdk 3aBuHazu ga ce pazgeassm ¢ azpecopume.

MuneHa Yyecmo pa3cbkgaBawe Bbpxy moBa. No3HaBawe MHO20 >keHu, geua u gopu
MbXke, koumo 69xa MmaampemupaHu om Hau-6Au3kume cu xopa no pa3AuYHU NpuYu-
HU. K noBeyemo om msax ¢ Bpememo Heu3zbe>kHo pa3zBuBaxa Cmokxoamckus cuHg-
pom. Ta pazbupawe ma3u, nouymu nepBep3Ha, npuBvp3zaHocm kbm co6cmBeHume
UM Mbyumeau. 3awomo Ha >kepmBume ynopumo um ce BHywaBawe, 4ye ca xopa
Bmopa kamezopusg u me HAMaxa CMeAOCm U CUAU ga 3anoyYyHam Ha yucmo >kuBoma
cu. Kamo cB6o6ogHu AudyHocmu, 6e3 ga 3aBucam om HacmpoeHuemo, 3anAamama,
ankoxoAHus 2pagyc u 8 kpauHa cmemka om ... lompyuume Ha cBoume HacuAHuUUU.

CouuanHama u3zonauus obave uzBegHwvk npeobvpHa Hewama. CAyvaume Ha gomalu -
HO HacuAue HapacmBaxa MH020 no-6bp30 om 3apa3eHume ¢ COVID-19 u kpu3ucHu-
am ueHmMbp uzBegHvXk omecHs. Enugemusama 3amBopu xopama Bkbwu, Hapywu
komdopma u guHamu4yHUs cmepeomun Ha MHO3UHa, u 6ykBaaHo B3puBu u 6e3 moBa
kpexkama mbvpnumocm 8 MHO20 cemeucmBa.

Camo Ye memama omcbcmBawe om uHdopMayuoHHUMeE emucuu, koumo npuaudaxa Ha 3gpa-
BeH, uau npaBumencmBeH 6lonemuH. Hacuauemo ce caydBawe u cmoeuue 3gpaBo 3akaloveHo
medkgy cmeHume Ha gomoBeme, u 8 Hau-gobpus cAayyau 3a Hez20 ce gocewaxa cbcegume. Ho
Ha MsiX He um Bauzawe B8 pabomama. 1306wo. B 3n08ewume gHU, Hamedkaau om HeuzBecm-

HOCM U MpaYHU HOBUHU 3a 3apa3ama, Bcudku 6sixa nozbAHamu om cmpemedka cu ga ouenesm
duzudecku u ncuxuyecku, 6e3 HU Hau-manko ga ce mpo28am om xopckume npobaemu, kamo Au
ga npegnokam nomouu,

ByHmapckama npupoga Ha MuaeHa o6a4ye Hamawe kak ga ce npumupu c moBa 6e3-
pa3Audue u obwecmBeHo Auuemepue. B koemo mHo3uHa ce Bb3myw,aBaxa nybauu-
HO, Ye uzoAauusma 2u e AuwuAa om akmubBeH >kuBom, Ho ocmaBaxa caenu u 2ayxu
3a couyuanHama naHgemus, kakBamo BcvwHocm 6e gomawHOmMoO HacuAue. 3amobBa
om Hsikoanko gHu mg cbw,o 3acuau akmuBHocmma cu 8 uHmepHem npocmpaHcmBo-
mo. Muwewe cmamuu u nocmoBe 3a npobaema, npu3zoBaBawe >kepmBume ga no-
MbpcsSm nomouwl, UHCMumyuuume - ga cu Bvbpwam cvBecmHo pabomama, a obwe-
cmBomo ga He cmou 6e3y4acmHo.

Kamo usano nybaukayuume u cpewaxa nonockumeneH om3B8yk, makap ga He aunc-
Baxa u hoguzpaBameaHu komeHmapu, 4e camama aBmopka e >kepmBa Ha gomaw-
HO HacuAue u 3amoBa npeekcnoHupa memama. Bnpoyem, ucmuHama 6ewe no-pas-
AUYHA, HO MuAeHa HIMawe HamepeHue ga 1 komeHmupa ¢ Hukoz0, owe no-manko
nvk 8 coyuanHume mpedku. 3amoBa nvk nonyagspHocmma Ha 6A02a U pacmeuwe U
nocmeneHHO Meguume 3anoyHaxa ga s kaHam 3a uHmepBloma...

EgHO om msx, npuBaeye BHumaHuemo Ha C8emaa, gokamo maagama >keHa cvpdu-
pawe 6e3uenHo B8 mpe>kama. LLlom npovyeme aHOHCa, >keHama HacMpbxHa:

KAUHUYHUSM ncuxono2 MuAaeHa MNBaHoBa:

»,CAy4aume Ha goMaWwHOo HacuAue no Bpeme Ha u3zonayusamMa HapacHaxa mpu nvmul!
Heka nombpneBwume He ce omyauBam - uma u3zxog!“

CBemaa ce nokoneba gaau ga omBopu AuHka kbm cmamusama. boewe ce, ye Bceku
MomeHmM mMmbkbm u we Bae3ze B cnanHama u we 9 npebue omHoBo. OcobeHo ako
Bugu kakBo mo4yHo yeme. Ho mo3u nvm Alo6onumcmBomo Haggeasa Hag cmpaxa.
N 6e3 moBa maaomo u 6ewe npuBukHano kbvm lompyuyume my, koumo Hanocaegvk
2ybexa mouw, BeposmHo 3apagu 3a6aBeHume My om ankoxoaa peakuuu u 3ambzae-
Hug pa3cbgbk.

CBemaa 6ewe munu4yHama >kepmBa Ha gomawHO HacuAue. NMpu moBa om 20guHuU.
3a nbpBu nvm Chac g ygapu 8 geHsa npegu cBamb6ama um. Om peBHocm. C medkka-
ma cu pvka u cuenu ycmama. Ta 6ykBanHo ocmaHa BmpeuweHa. M306wo He moyka ga
noBsapBa kakBo moyHo ce cayuBa. Camo ymupawe om yHwkeHue u cmpax, Ho koako-
mo u ga uckawe ga u3zbs2a, 8 kpakama u cakaw 6e Hansmo onoBo.

Tou, pazbupa ce, ce pa3kas. Naaka npe3 usaama How,, moAu 3a npowka, kamo He cnu-
pawe ga ce kbaHe, ye moBa Hukoza, ama Hukoz2a Hama ga ce noBmopu. CBemaa my
noBspBa u czpewu. Beye 10 20guHu Chac 1 npebuBawe noHe BegHbdk meceyHo, a ce2a,
omkakmo u g8amama 6sxa 8kvw,u, lompyuume my ce cmoBapBaxa Bvpxy kpexkomo
u mano noumu Bcska Bevep. C nbpBama pakus yzpu3eHusma My nagaxa, ¢ Bmopama

3ano4yBawe ga 6yucmBa, a ¢ mpemama nocszawe. [lobpe noHe, 4e XpOHU4YHOMO MY
nugaHCMBo omHe cunama Ha ygapume. U gobpe, Ye gbweps um s HAMawe. Owie no
Bpeme Ha 2zpunHama BakaHuus, koasmo cbBnagHa ¢ enugemusama om kopoHaBupyc,
CBemaa 9 ugnpamu Ha ceno npu pogumeaume cu u maka u cnecmu mpaBmama om
2po3HuUmMe ckaHgaau.

A Cnac 6ewe uap Ha kaBzume. M noHe>ke HAMawe noBogu 3a max, cu 2u u3mucaswe
cam. Mpegu uzonauusama 6scHo s peBHyBawe, makap camusam mou ga He u 6ewe
BepeH. Bbnpeku moBa g cregewe, poBewe 8 yaHmama, no gokob6oBeme, 8 menedo-
Ha u. bewe 3acakva ¢ xpoHomembp Bpememo u 3a npugBurkBaHe go pabomama u
o6pamHo, u ako ce caydewe ga 3akvcHee, 9 nocpewawe ¢ ygap owe om BxogHama
Bpama. Huwo, 4ye msa mvkHewe mopbume ¢ nokynku, cpeg koumo noyemHo msicmo
3aemauwe pakuama my...

Jonpegu u3zonauyusma CBemaa Bce nak Hamupawe cuau ga mbpnu npucmbnNuMe Ha
Mbdka cu. Mpe3 geHa pabomewe, gememo um xogeuwe Ha y4UAUWe U Ha 3aHUMaAHS,
u moBa 2u cnacsaBawe om kowmapa. Ho omkakmo ce 3amBopuxa Bkbwu, cumyauu-
sma noumu u3ae3e om koHmpoa. 3aBogbm, B8 koumo Chac 6ewe oxpaHumea, cbw,o
XAonHa keneHuume u mou psa3ko cmeHu HaBuuume cu. Oka3a ce npuHygeH geHo-
HOWHO ga cnogeAst msicHama naHeaka c >keHa cu u moBa cbB6cem 20 03A06u. NMocmo-
SHHO 2Aegawe HoBuHume, Mbpmopewe, Yye HAMa paboma, a napume cbvpwbam,
ncyBawe BAacmma u nuewe 3gpabdo...

MNpegu owe ga goBvbpwu uHMepBlomo, CBemaa Beye 6ewe 63ena Hau-mekkomo,
HO u Hau-npaBuAHomo peweHue 6 >kuBoma cu. LLlewe ga uzbs2a. [la HanycHe mbka
Cu ow,e Ha cympuHma. 4y 20 ga g Buka om gpy2ama cmas - 6eposmHo 6ewe o02Aag-
HSAA U cu Yakawe canamama. Heka ga no4aka, om ympe wewe ga cu 8 npu2om6s
cam. Ta Hamepu Au4HUS NnpoduA Ha ncuxonodkkama u ocmabBu cvobweHue. He caeg
gouA20 gBeme ce cBbp3axa u ymoyHuxa Bcuvku nogpobHocmu okono HacmaHsBaHe-
mo u B8 kpu3zucHus ueHmbvp.

Meceuy, no-kbcHo CBemaa u gbweps U nocpewHaxa MuaeHa B8 HoBomo um >kuau-
we. bewe manvk, Ho Yucm u nogpegeH ¢ Bkyc anapmameHm, koumo obwuHama um
gage nog Haem. Mankama omuge 8 cmasama cu, a géeme cegHaxa Ha no Yawa kade.
HeycemHo ce yBaskoxa 8 no-uHmumeH pa3208op u mozaBa MuaeHa 3a hpb6 nbm
cnogeAu AU4Hama cu ucmopus, 3apagu kosmo 6ewe cmaHaaa ncuxono2. Okasa ce,
4ye npegu ga 3anoyHe ga NoMaza Ha gpy2ume, e NOMO2HaAa Ha cebe cu. M3pacHana
kamo eguHcmBeHo geme. PogumeAume U NOCMOSIHHO 2080puAu, Ye we U noga-
psm 6pamuye uAu cecmpuye, Ho Bmopo 6ebe B cemeucmBomo maka u He ce nosBu-
Ao. 3apagu HenpekbcHamomo o4vakBaHe, koemo no-kbvcHo ce npeBvpHano 6 cmpax,
MuaeHa crmaHaAa ezoucm. Mpu moBa azpecuBeH u kopaBocvbpgeyeH. 3ano4vHana ga
nposiBsaBa HeobsacHuMa Bepb6anHa >kecmokocm kbm Bcuuku - kbm mauka cu u 6awa
Cu, Cby4yeHuyume u MaAyuHama cu npusmeau. loguHu no-kbCHO 0Cb3HaAa, Ye moBa
6uno 3awumHa peakuus. M pewumenHo 3a2bpbuna Hau-mwvkHUS U camomeH he-
puog 6 >kuBoma cu. Azpecusma ocmabuaa 6 muHanomo u ce nocBemuaa Ha 2puku
kbm gpy2ume.
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AGGRESSION

Elena Chamurkova
Third place in the , Text“ Category

ilena came home haggard but infinitely satisfied and this feeling had been
unfamihar to her for the last lonely years. It occurred to her that fate was,
in fact, the greatest screenwriter because it made unexpected twists.

Until recently, she saw herself as an insipid and inconspicuous person whose work,
cause, and energy were scattered like tiny specks blown away by the powerful gust
of life‘s storms. This infuriated her but she knew how to control herinner aggression.
Which, by the way, was totally exhausting her.

However, the circumstances were such that at the moment Milena felt useful and
motivated to help. Because while others lost their jobs, social lives, money, and
some even lost their health and lives, she was busy 12 hours a day and that was a
lifesaver.

For years, Milena had been working at the only crisis centre in the area for victims of
domestic violence. Its capacity was 15 people, but before the state of emergency, it
had been almost empty. There was almost no talk of domestic violence. The subject
was sensitive. People were ashamed and preferred to grit theirteeth painfullyinstead
of seeking specialized help and a competent solution to this difficult social problem.
It was more convenient for them to tolerate the verbal and physical aggression of
their partners instead of talking about 1t and parting with the aggressors for good.

Milena often thought about it. She knew a lot of women, children even men who
were being abused by those closest to them for various reasons. And over time,
most of them inevitably developed the Stockholm Syndrome. She understood this
almost perverse attachment to one’s own tormentor. Because it was persistently
impressed on the victims that they were second-rate people and they did not have
the courage and strength to start their lives anew. As free people, not dependent on
the mood, salary, alcohol level and ultimately the fists of their abusers.

However, social isolation suddenly turned things around. Cases of domestic violence
grew much fasterthanthose ofinfected with COVID-19, and the crisis centre suddenly
became crowded. The epidemic locked people at home, disrupted the comfort and
daily routines of many, and literally blew up the already fragile tolerance in many
families.

But the topic was absent from newscasts which looked like a health or government
bulletin. Violence was happening and was firmly locked between the walls of the
homes, and atbest the neighbours guessed aboutit. Butitwas none of their business.
At all. In the ominous days, weighed down by uncertainty and grim news of the
contagion, everyone was engrossed in their strive to survive physically and mentally,
not in the least touched by other peoples’ problems, let alone offering help.

Milena‘s rebellious nature, however, could not put up with this indifference and
public hypocrisy. Manyresented publicly thatisolation had deprived them ofanactive

life, but remained blind and deaf to a social pandemic such as domestic violence.
Therefore, some days ago she had also increased her activity on the Internet. She
wrote articles and posts about the problem, urged victims to seek help, institutions
to do their job conscientiously, and society not to be indifferent.

In general, her post received a positive response, although there were also mocking
comments that the author herself was a victim of domestic violence and therefore
overexposed thetopic.Incidentally, the truth was different, but Milenadid not intend
tocommentonitwithanyone, muchless onsocial networks. However, the popularity
of her blog grew and gradually the media began to invite her for interviews...

One of them caught Svetla‘s eye as the young woman was surfing the net aimlessly.
As soon as she read the announcement, the woman was on edge.

The clinical psychologist Milena Ivanova:

,Cases of domesticviolence duringisolation have tripled! Let the victims not despair
- there 1s a way out! ,,

Svetla hesitated to open the link to the article. She was afraid that at any moment
her husband would enter the bedroom and beat her again. Especially if he saw exactly
what she was reading. But this time curiosity overcame fear. One way or the other,
her body was accustomed to his fists, which had been losing power lately, probably
because of his reactions were slowed by alcohol and his mind clouded.

Svetla was the typical victim of domestic violence. For many years at that. Spas hit
her for the first time the day before their wedding. Out of jealousy. He split her lip
with his heavy hand. She was literally thunderstruck. She could not believe what
exactly was going on. She was just dying of humiliation and fear, but as much as she
wanted to run away, it was as if lead had been poured into her legs.

He, of course, repented. He cried all night, begging for forgiveness, constantly
pledging that this would never, ever happen again. Svetla believed him and this was
her mistake. For 10 years, Spas had been beating her at least once a month, and now
that they were both home, his fists landed on her fragile body almost every night.
With the first brandy, his remorse vanished, with the second, he began to rant and
rave, and with the third, he started hitting. At least his chronic drunkenness took
away the force of the blows. Just as well, their daughter was not there. As early as
the flu recess, which coincided with the coronavirus epidemic, Svetla sent her to
the country to her parents and thus saved her the trauma of ugly rows.

And Spas was the king of rows. In addition, because there were no reasons for them,
he invented them himself. Before the isolation, he was furiously jealous of her,
though he himself was not faithful to her. Still, he followed her, rummaged her bag,
her pockets, her phone. He had measured with a timer the time it took her to get
to work and back, and if she happened to be late, he would greet her with a blow at
the front door. It did not matter that she was carrying shopping bags, among which

his brandy took an honourable place...

Beforetheisolation, Svetlastillfoundthestrengthtoendureherhusband‘sfits.During
the day she worked, their child went to school and the after-school programme, and
this saved them from the nightmare. But since they locked themselves at home, the
situation had almost spiralled out of control. The factory where Spas was a security
guard also slammed the shutters, and he changed his habits abruptly. He was forced
to share the small panel flat with his wife around the clock, and this made him
fuming. He was constantly watching the news, muttering that there was no work
and the money was running out, cursing the government and drinking heavily...

Even before she finished the interview, Svetla had already made the hardest, but
also the right decision in her life. She would run away. Leave her husband in the
morning. She heard him calling her from the other room - he was probably hungry
and waiting for his salad. Let him wait, he would make i1t himself starting tomorrow.
She found the psychologist‘s personal profile and left a message. It was not long
before the two contacted and discussed all the details about her accommodation in
the crisis centre.

A month later, Svetla and her daughter met Milena in their new home. It was a
small but clean and tastefully arranged apartment that the municipal council rented
out to them. The little girl went to her room, and the two women sat down for a
cup of coffee. They unnoticeably fell into a more intimate conversation, and then
Milena shared her personal story for the first time, about what made her become a
psychologist. It turned out that before she started helping others, she had helped
herself. She grew up as an only child. Her parents kept saying they would give her a
brother orsister, buta second baby never came. Because of the constant anticipation,
which later turned into fear, Milena became selfish. Aggressive and hard-hearted one
at that. She began to show inexplicable verbal cruelty to everyone - to her mother
and father, classmates and the few friends she had. Years later, she realized that
this was a defence mechanism. And she resolutely turned her back on the saddest
and loneliest period of her life. She left aggression in the past and devoted herself
to caring for others.
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OAHHA

MapuaHa OadueBa
Tpemo macmo 8 kamezopus ,,Tekem*

e >kuBeexa 8 kpasa Ha yauuama. Kvwama um ce pa3zno3HaBawe omganeye,

3apagu HeckonocaHo ckoBaHama HagBe-Hampu nasHmoBa naamdopma 3a

uHBanugHa koaudka. Om gvkgoBeme u cHe2a, om AemHume >keau, c Bpeme-
mo gbpBeHume maanu ce 6axa uzkpuBuau 2pomeckHo, a apmamypama pwykgsicana.
Jonpegu 20guHu cemeucmBomo >kuBeewe /noHe cnopeg Hez0/ wacmauBo. Becea
gemcku cmax oz2aacawe yauuama u konkomo u ga cmpsickawe cmapyeckume cae-
gobegHu nogpemBaHus, Hukou He ce cbpgewe Ha WyMHOMO wAgnaHe B npaxoaska
Ha kangbpbma, npugpy>keHo om pagocmeH kyydewku aau.

Nocae eguH geH ubpkoBHama kambaHa 3abu Ha oneao. MaxaAnama HacmMpbXHa.
Becmma ce pa3Hece y>k wenHewkom, HO 2u pa3mbpcu CbC cuAama Ha 2pbm. bawa-
ma kamacmpodupan >kecmoko. Mbv)kbm u3gbxHaa, a gememo - npuBegeHo 6 oco-
6eHo me>kko cbcmosiHue B 6oAHUUA. Mozpebaxa 20 6 3amBopeH koBuez. Mankama
ce npubpa caeg 6Au3z0 3 Mmeceua. Hukoza Hamawe ga 3a6bpaBu cbpuepazgupamen-
Hama 2Aegka. Om wacmauBomo MmomMuyeHue HaMmawe u caega. NMpugpy>kumeaume
/no-kbcHO cvcegu ycay>kauBo 20 uHdopmupaxa, ye ca 6pam u naemeHHuUk Ha mau-
kama/ gocma ce noo3opuxa, gokamo BHecam no cmbnaAama npeg goma yBumomo
B ogeano meaue u medkkama uHBanugHa koauuka.

XKuBomvm npogbarku cBosa 6e3uepemoHeH xog u c Bpememo, noumu 3abpabu 3a
max. Camo noHgakoza my AuncBaxa 6e3z2puwkHuss gemcku cmax, npemeceH ¢ pagoc-
meH kyyu Aau u mynypkaHemo Ha kpadyema 8 npaxoagka Ha kaangbpbma. Om Bpe-
me Ha Bpeme, B kpvumama ce 3azoBapsxa 3a ,,2zopkama >keHa, focnog 3gpaBe ga u
gaBa...; koamo 6e ocmaHana ,,ga meaau“ opucusama cu. NoHsakoza a Burkgawe om-
ganey - yepHa cBewuuya, npu2vpbeHa Hag uHBaaugHama koauuka.

Mpegu cegmuuya B usaama govprkaBa 0696uxa uzBvHpegHo nonodkeHue. Mo mene-
Buzusma nocmosiHHO npu3oBaBaxa xopama ga cu cegam y goma 3apagu Hskakv6
CMbpmMoHoceH Bupyc. B Ha4aAomo 2Aegawe ¢ Hacmewka Ha u3HacsHuUme 6 meguu-
me ¢dakmu, a kamo pa3zbpa, ye ca 3amBopuau xopemaza, Hanyk nokaHu HekoAuyuHa
npusimeAu ,,ga ce Hanuam 3a 3gpaBe“. EgHa cb6omHa cympuH kambaHama Ha 6Au3-
kama kamb6aHapus nak 3abu Ha oneno. BemepuHapHuam ce cnomuHaa. ,He kak we
ce ChOMUHe MAag, hpab mvk, npawsaw, om 3gpaBe?!”

Nokamo Bagewe Ayk u mapyau, muHa now,agykuukama u 20 ocBegomu, ye 683eau
maaomo 6 2paga u my HanpaBuau aymoncus. Oka3ano ce, 4ye uman KopoHaBupyc.
MvopBoHayanHo HeBsapBawo ce okokopu u, axa, ga ce pa3cmee, HO ycmuBkama my
cekHa, yanaBsuku u3naaweHus noz2aeg Ha >keHama. Macka 3akpuBawe noBeyemo om
AULEMO, O4UAama u ce 65xa 3anomuau u ms HepBHO ce onumBawe ga 2u Hamecmu
c pbue 8 HauAoHOBU pvkaBuuu. Cenomo oHemMa om cmpax, a Ha ,cmpaxa o4ume ca
2onemu”. Kamo ce Bugexa, nochupaxa ce, konAkomo ga pa3meHsm gyma-gBe u mo
om pa3cmosiHue.

CHOWwU cu Ae2Ha paHo. bewe ce ymopua om paboma 8 2zpaguHama. OBowkume He
2u uHmMepecyBawe KoBug Au, MoBug Au BvpayBa. Cbbygu ce nocpeg How,, naHuUYe-
cku cmpecHam u nhomed-. ,,KakBo no g4...". o ywume my gocmuzHaxa omkbvcAaeyHU
gemcku nucbuyu u naad. Ckoyu om Aezaomo u kakmo cu 6ewe camo no 2awema,
xykHa npe3 Bpamama. Cvcegume cbw,o ce 6axa pazbyguau, npo3opuu AymBaxa 6
cB6emauHa. 38yuume ugBaxa om kbvwama B8 kpas Ha yauuama. Mpekpayu 3a6bp3aH
pamnama u 6AbcHa Bpamama. Bopyemo mvyewe. Heops3aH acmanvk wymonewe
B ceHkume, nogyxBaH om Aek Bempeu. HamucHa npogbakumenHo 36vHeua. EquH,
g6a, mpu... cnps ga 2u 6pou. Ygapume Ha cbpuemo My omekBaxa 6 ywume. Oou4y
omBapsaHemo Ha Bpama u s Bugs, HagBeceHa HAa mepacama. AyHama o3apsibawe
uznumomo u om 2pwku Auue. Ta 20 3a208o0pu nvpBa:

- MHo20 cvkansBam, MHO20... npocmo omkakmo gouge ma3u NMaHgemus...

- KakBo u e? la He e 60AHA? 3aw,0 nuwu maka?

- AekapcmBama... mps66a ga 2u npuema... cBvbpwuxa. bpam mu He moyke ga gou-
ge, 3amBopuAu ca nbmuuw,ama. Beye Hamame u xpaHa...

N3ncyBa muxo.

- Mo>kew Au ga mu nycHew peuenma uau kakBomo u ga e mam? LLe ce onumam ga
Bu 2u Hab6aBs.

AaBama uzye3zHa U MbMHUHaAMa Ha mepacama 3euHa kamo ama Ha knageHeu,. Mu-
Haxa cskaw 4yacoBe, npegu ga ce nosBu. NMocae Hew,0 mynHa Bbpxy naovkume.

- MHO20 6Aa20gapsi. HaucmuHa. MHo20...

Bguz2Ha HazbHama xapmuuka, 3awunaHa ¢ wunka 3a npaHe u u3zckoyu 3a6bvp3aHo
npe3 Bpamama. 3ag 2vpba my omekBaxa gemcku xaunoBe. XykHa kamo 6eceH no
MbMHama yAuua - 3Haewe moyHo kbge mpsa66a ga omuge. CBbpHa nokpau ozpe-
HUus om AyHama namemHuk Ha 3azuHaaume 8 OmeyvyecmBeHama BouHa, npeckoyu
02pagama Ha omgaBHa 3anycmsaAomo yyuauuwe, npubsza 6ypeHsicaausa gBop, Hag-
kpayu nopymeHusa my gyBap u noumu ce 6AbcHa 8 keag3Hama nopma Ha npusmeas
cu Kupuyo.

Kupyo my 6ewe kamo 6pam. Kozamo 3anoyHa Bcuyvko, umeHHo Kup4o ce 6ewe
omb6uA egHa Beuep 6 goma my u géamama go kbcHo Huwuxa noaumuka Hag Yawu-
me ¢ kexaubapeH uBam. Kamo cu mpvz26awe, BHe3anHO 20 npe2bpHa u B oyume my
Bugsa cbAa3u. ,Xauge, cnoAau mu, u ce nazul

Bewe ce u3znbyuA HavymepeHo. NMpusmeaam My camo 20 noz2AaegHa kpomko u 3a-
6bpca nozaeq.

»Tumyka Huw,0 He 3Haew, mauman mu ce cmpyBa, ma gake u 3a koHchupayuu cBe-
mMoBHU cu ce pazmucAauAa. Ha moa nycmu Peucbyk BapBaw u Bcuyko mu uzzaaedkga
nponazaHga, ama goay 6oaHume Bceku geH cmaBam noBeye. hegau meHe... Kamo
ce npubepa Beuep, nvpBo ce 06AuUBam ueaus ¢ nvpBak, garke u B8 ywume HaAuBam.
Ckopo, ako He ympa om KopoHama, CbC cu2ypHoCcm we ympa om aAkoxXxoAHO Ham-
paBsHe. Moume cham Ha 20pHuUsa emayk - He cobm 2u Budkgan om cegmuua. XKeHama
MU ocmaBsa xpaHa goay, 8 canoHa. ipexume cu nepa cam. Om mus macku u pvkaBu-
uu ueaus ce obpuHax, ga He mu kazBam koako konezau noaydyuxa acmma. 3a ceza ce
yyBcmBam 3gpab, Ho kak we e Hanpeg... KakBo ga mu kaka, 6pam.”

NMopmama 6ewe omkaloyeHa. HamucHa npunpsiHo >keaa3Hama gpwykka u Baems
B gBopa. ApocmeH Aau Ha kyye cbgpa muwuHama. Lisaama kvwa mvmHeewe. Om-
Bopu Bpamama Ha npu3zemHus emak u Bae3ze 8 manko, ylomHo canoH4e, koemo cu
cnomMHsiwe, ye cemeucmBomo uznoA3Ba 3a mpane3zapus. BAaBo umawe gpyza Bpa-
ma, HaBsspHo mam Kupuo >kuBeewe creg 069696aHemo Ha NaHgemusama. NMobymHa
1 U chnabama cBemauHa Ha ocmaBeH 6e3 36yk meaeBu3zop 20 Hakapa ga npumuku.
CegHa Bvpxy Ae2aomo u BHUMameAHO pa3mbpcu chsawuss. MOHOMOHHOMO NPU2AY-
weHo noxbpkBaHe cnpa u yoBekvm okokopu cbHeHuU ovu.

- A3 cbM, a3 cCbM, chokouHo!

Mv)kbm ce omgpbnHa haHu4dyecku go cmeHama. lymume my, 8 Ha4aAnomo HeuyAe-
Hopa3geAHu, XBbpasixa naloHku no yapwada.

- Tu... Tu... Ja He noayga?! Kbge mu e mackama...

- CnokouHo! A3 cbm. 3gpaB com. Cmuza ce naHukbocBau.

Noneka-Aeka npusmeasm my gouge Ha cebe cu. [lopu 20 3a2Aega AowWo.

- Kupyo, Haau nomHuw BgoBuuama Ha gackana, gemo ce npempena npegu Bpeme
B kamacmpoda. OHasi c 6oAHOMO geme...

- E...

- MHO20 ca Ha 30p, 6pam.

- To ceza Bcuyku cme Ha 30p!

Pagmbpcu lopzaHa.

- CAywau me xy6aBo, ama c gBeme ywu! Tu 8ceku geH omuBaw Ha paboma. Ha
>keHama u mpsi68am nekapcmBa. MomuyeHuemo Bue kamo Bbak eguHak no nbAHO-
AYHUe.

3ambpwyBa 8 g>koba Ha puzama u uzmvkHa Aucmyemo.

- Ympe ga 2u kynuw. K He me uHmepecyBa kak.

- AMa...

- Hama ama... Ympe ga cu mu 2u goHecbA, nvk ako we c anmekapkama xopo ga uz-
paeuw, 8ce mu e mas. AdcHo?! Te gBeme Hukou cu Hamam. Cez2a ako He uM nomozHeM,
koz2a?!

- e Bugs kakBo...

- Huwo Hama ga 2aegawl. NMpocmo we 2u kynuw u moakoBa.

- No6pe ge...

Mpubpa ce Bkvwu u egBa govyaka ga comHe. MemHa npawacan medmep Ha Ma-
cama, npemecmu meAedoHa U 3ano4Ha ga Habupa Homepa, koumo nazewe /96HO
3aw,0/ om 20guHuU.

- BaHko, a3 com, umam Hy>kga om nomouwi, mu ¢ kakBo cu ce 3anacua? A... modke Au
ga xapu3aw g6a kuaozpama... 3a BgoBuuama Ha ydyumeas ca... lobpe, Ha 0659 we
MUHa. OcmaBu 2u omnpeg, ako me e cmpax... AH4e, uz3Bagu Au npecHume kapmo-
¢du... Bece... Auyko...?

Kamo npukaloyu pazz2o8opume, 6ewe cmaHano paHeH caegobeg. LLlacmauB om
noAydyeHume omzoBopu, pazkbpwu pameHe u ce omnpaBu kbm xapmaHa. Umawe
3auyapHuk... CAbHUemo noymu 3ana38awe, koczamo Kupyo 3anomeH u HepBeH nom-
pona Ha hopmama.

- LLile ocmaHew AU 3a egHO?

- He. Tak®vB 20 sigox gHec ¢ mBoume anekapcmBa...

- bAa2ogapa mu om cbpue.

- LLle mu 6Aaz2ogapuul... camo ga muHe mos Bupyec...

CmvmBawe ce. Hapamu mop6a u 3aaumauku nog me>kecrmma u, 3acumHu kom
kpast Ha yauuama.

- AekapcmBama ca gocmaBeHu. Hocsa u xpaHa. Ympe nak we gouga.

OcmaBu mop6ama u BHUMameAHo npugbpna Bpamama.

B canegBawume Hakoako gHu geucmBusima my ce npeBvpHaxa B8 pumyaa. Bceku
geH 36bHewe Ha cbcensHu, o6scHaBawe, monewe, 6Aazogapeuwle.

36bH Ha meAedoH. Ocb3Ha, Ye 3agpsaman Hag kpvcmocaoBuuama u BguzHa cAy-
wanka 6 ouakBaHe.

- 3gpaBeu. Hue... a3... MHO20 mu 6Aazogaps 3a Bcuyko. He 3Hasa kak 6ux mozaa
ga mu ce omb6aazogaps. PaHu mu e HanpaBuaa nogapvk. MoAs me, MUHU ympe no
c8emao kpau Hac. LLie 20 Buguw Ha npo3opeua u, mou 2Aega kbm nbms. ,,lMogapuok...
Xm!

O6arkgaHemo 20 pa3uyBcmBa. Ta3u How, cna Ha npecekyAku u owe paHO CympuH-
ma 3akpayu HeyBepeHO no yauuama.

,KakB8o Aau mu e ocmaBuaa Ha npo3opeua?!...”

Habauwku kbwama u 3a6aBu xog. Lleausm npo3opeuy, 6e o6AaeneH ¢ gemcku pucyH-
ku. Cnps u ce 3a2aega. Ha Bcuuku 6e HapucyBaH mbdk B pazaudHu no3u. NMo3Ha ce. Ha
egHama pucyHka Hocewe 4yyBaa /moyHo kamo [sago Koaega/, Ha gpy2ama nogaBa-
we Hew,o npe3 mepacama Ha >keHa, HA mpemama... A 8 cpegama, 3ao6bukoneHo om
ocmaHaAaume kapmuHku 2peewe egHo 20A9M0 cbpue, B koemo HecuzypHo u3nuca-
Ho om cAabo nogBukHa gemcka pvuuyuka nyacupawe 8 apko yepBeHo ,,baazogaps!®
3amau gbx, a om o4yume My ce mbvpkyaHa cbaza. Muaama, msa He 6uBawe ga 6Aazo-
gapu Ha He20, a Ha Bcuyku, koumo 6sxa coaugapHu.
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FANNIE

Mariana Dafcheva
Third place in the , Text Category

hey lived at the end of the street. Their house was noticeable from a distance

because of the ineptly knocked together wheelchair platform. From the

rain and the snow, from the summer heat, the wooden planks had twisted
grotesquely over time and the metal framework had rusted. Some years ago, the
family lived (at least according to them) happily. Cheerful children‘s laughter echoed
through the street and no matter that it startled the old people’s afternoon nap, no
one was angry at the noisy splashing in the dust of the cobblestones, accompanied
by the joyful barking of dogs.

Then one day the church bell started to toll. The neighbourhood shuddered. The
news seemed to spread quietly, but it shook them with the force of a thunder. The
father had a violent car crash. The man died and the child was hospitalized in a
particularly serious condition. He was buried in a closed casket. The little girl came
home after almost 3 months. He would never forget the heart-breaking sight. There
was only a shadow of the happy girl. The helpers (later on neighbours obligingly
informed him that they were the mother‘s brother and nephew) had struggled quite
a lot bringing in the blanket-wrapped tiny body and the heavy wheelchair over the
steps in front of the house.

Life ran its ungracious course and over time, he almost forgot about them. Only
occasionally, he missed the carefree child’s laughter, mixed with the joyful barking
of dogs and the stamping of feet in the dust of the cobblestones. From time to time,
there was a talk in the pub of “the poor woman, may God give her health...,” who
was left to “bear” her cross. Sometimes he could see her from afar, a black candle-
thin figure hunched over a wheelchair.

A week ago, a state of emergency was declared across the country. On television,
people were constantly urged to stay home because of some deadly virus. At first,
he scorned the facts reported in the media, and when he found out that they had
closed the barroom, he invited several friends “to get drunk to health”. One Saturday
morning, the bell at the nearby bell tower began to toll again. The vet had passed
away. “How could a young, fit man, bursting with health pass away?!”

While he was picking onions and lettuce, the postwoman passed by and informed
him that they had taken the body to the city and performed an autopsy. It turned
out that he had Coronavirus. At first, he stared in disbelief and just before bursting
out laughing his smile froze and he caught the woman‘s frightened gaze. A mask
covered most of her face, her glasses were sweaty, and she was nervously trying
to fix them with her hands in nylon gloves. The village was aghast with fear, and
“fear is wide-eyed”. When people met, they stopped just to exchange a word or two
keeping their distance.

He went to bed early last night. He was tired of working in the garden. The fruit
trees did not care if Covid or Movid is raging. He woke up in the middle of the night, in
panic and sweaty. “What the hell...?” Sporadic child’s screams and crying reached his
ears. He jumped out of the bed and still in his underpants, ran through the door. The
neighbours had also woken up, their windows lightening up. The sounds came from
the house at the end of the street. He hurried across the ramp and pushed the door
open. The little yard was silent. An uncut grapevine-arbour rustled in the shadows,
blown by a light breeze. He rang the bell for a long time. One, two, three... he stopped
counting. His heartbeat was thumping in his ears. He heard a door open and saw her
leaning over the balcony. The moon illuminated her haggard from worries face. She
spoke to him first.

- I‘'m very, very sorry... just since this Pandemic came...

»What‘s wrong with her?“ Is she sick? Why is she screaming like that?

- The medicines she has to take had finished. My brother can‘t come, the roads
are closed. We don‘t even have food anymore...

He cursed quietly.

- Can you drop me a prescription or something?“ | will try to get them for you.

The head disappeared and the darkness of the balcony yawned like a well pit. It
was as if hours had passed before she appeared. Then something bumped on the
tiles.

- Thank you so much. Really. Very much...

He picked up a folded piece of paper clipped with a clothespin and hurried out of the
door. Child’s sobs echoed behind him. He ran like mad down the dark street, knowing
exactly where he was going. He turned past the moonlit monument to those killed
in the Second World War, jumped over the fence of the long-abandoned school,
darted through the schoolyard overgrown with weed, stepped over its dilapidated
wall, and nearly crashed into his friend Kircho‘s iron gate.

Kircho was like a brother to him. When it all started, 1t was Kircho who stopped
by his house one night, and the two of them talked politics over glasses with amber
liquid late into the night. As his friend was leaving he suddenly hugged him and he
saw tears in Kircho’s eyes. "Well, thank you and take care!”

He thrust forward frowning. His friend just looked at him meekly and wiped his
eyes.

“Youknow nothing, itisajoketoyou,youareeventhinkingaboutworld conspiracies.
You believe this damn Facebook and everything seems like propaganda to you, but
the sick people down there are becoming more and more every day. Look at me...
When | come home in the evening, first | pour on myself strong brandy, | even pour
1t in my ears. Soon, if | don‘t die from the Corona, | will certainly die from alcohol
poisoning. My family sleep upstairs - | haven‘t seen them in a week. My wife leaves
food downstairs in the parlour. | wash my clothes myself. | got a rash from these
masks and gloves, not to mention how many colleagues got asthma. | feel healthy
for now but how will it be... What can | tell you, brother.”

The gate was unlocked. He hurriedly pressed the iron handle and rushed into
the yard. A dog’s furious barking broke the silence. The whole house was dark. He
opened the door on the ground floor and entered a small, cosy parlour which he
remembered the family used as a dining room. There was another door on the left,
probably there was where Kircho lived after the Pandemic had been announced. He
pushed it, and the dim light of a muted TV made him blink. He sat on the bed and
gently shook the sleeping man. The monotonous muffled snoring stopped and the
man snapped open his sleepy eyes.

-1t‘s me, 1t‘s me, calm down!“

The man moved to the wall in panic. His words, at first inarticulate, were spraying
spat on the sheet.

- You... You... Have gone crazy?! Where is your mask...

- ,Don‘t worry!“ It’s me. I’'m healthy. Stop panicking.

Slowly, his friend came to himself. He even glared at him.

- Kircho, do you remember the widow of the teacher? He was killed some time ago
in a car crash. The one with the sick child...

- Well...

- They‘re having a rough time, brother.”

-We're all having rough time now!“

He shook the quilt.

- Listen to me well, with both ears! You go to work every day. The woman needs
medicines. The girl howls like a lone wolf on a full moon.

He rummaged in his shirt pocket and pulled out the slip of paper.

- Buy them tomorrow. And | don‘t care how.

- But...

- No, buts... Tomorrow you bring them to me even if you have to dance horo with
the pharmacist, | don’t care. Is it clear?! They have no one. If we don‘t help them
now, when?!

- I‘ll see what...

- You will see nothing. You will just buy them and that’s that.

- OK! Fine...

He went home and could hardly wait until dawn. He tossed a dusty notebook on

the table, moved the phone, and began dialling humbers he had kept (that is why)
for years.
- Vanko, it‘s me, | need help, what did you stock up on? Well... can you spare two
kilos... They are for the teacher‘s widow ... Well, Ill drop by at noon. Leave them
in front, if you are afraid... Anche, have you picked the new potatoes yet... Vese...
Lichko...?

When he was done with the conversations, it was early afternoon. Happy with the
received responses, he stretched and headed for the threshing floor. There was a
rabbit hutch... The sun was almost setting when Kircho knocked on the gate, sweaty
and tense.

- Will you stay for a drink®

- No. I had to suck up so much today for your medicines...

- Thank you from the bottom of my heart.

- There will be plenty of time to thank me... let just this virus goes away...”

It was getting dark. He grabbed a bag and staggering under its weight hurried
with light steps to the end of the street.

- The medicines have been delivered. | also bring food. I’ll will come again tomorrow.
Over the next few days, his actions became a ritual. Every day he phoned the fellow
villagers, explained, begged, thanked.

A phone ring. He realized he had dozed off over the crossword puzzle and picked
up the phone in anticipation.

- Hello. We... I... thank you very much for everything. | don‘t know how I can pay
you back. Fannies prepared you a gift. Please come by tomorrow during the day. You
will see 1t at her window it i1s facing the road. “Gift... Hmm!”

The phone call touched him. He slept erratically that night and very early in the
morning walked hesitantly down the street.

“What did she leave for me at the window?!”

He approached the house and slowed down. The whole window was plastered with
child’s drawings. He stopped and stared. A man in different postures was drawn on
all of them. He recognized himself. In one drawing he was carrying a sack (just like
Santa Claus), in the other he was handing something to a woman over a balcony, in
the third... And in the middle, surrounded by the other pictures, shone a large heart,
in which “Thank you!” written falteringly with a child‘s handicapped hand pulsated
in bright red. He held his breath, a tear rolled from his eyes. Sweet girl, she should
not thank him, but all those who acted 1n solidarity.
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ACAHCDbHOP 3A HUKHU

EAneHa YamypkoBa
Tpemo macmo 8 kamezopus ,,Tekem*

uku 2anegawe BmpeH4yeHo npe3 npo3opeua u noBeve om Bcuyko Ha cBema

uckawe ga uzae3e HaBbH. B cmasima ce 3agywaBawe. Mupuweuwe Ha Aekap-

cmBa, 3acmosA Bb3gyx u mbaa, 3awomo u kuBomvm my 6ewe mbvkeH. 3a-
noyBawe Aeko ga ce cmpavaBa, a Momyemo He ce yyBcmBawe gobpe Ha mMbMHO. He,
Yye ce cmpaxyBawe, npocmo obuyawe cBemauHama, Ho mauka my ce 3a6aBu, a mou
Hamawe kak ga cmaHe om Ae2anomo, 3a ga cBemHe Aamnama.

Tabarembvm ce mbpkanswe go Hez0, HO Huku He My 06bpHa BHUMaHue. OHAQUH 4a-
coBeme cBvpwuxa, a He My ce 2Aegaxa kaunyema 6 uHmepHem. Bmecmo moBa
momyemo >kagyBawe ga Bguwa ¢ nbAHU gpo6oBe apomamume Ha kbcHusa anpua-
cku canegobeg u ga ycemu Aackama Ha Bempeua, koumo 3akavyauBo uzpaewe c Bce
no-3eAneHume kopoHu Ha gbpBemama.

Huku 6ewe cmen meumamea, HO omkpoBeHo ce cbmHaBawe, ye >kenaHuemo my
ga 4yye omHoB0 zpagckus wym u ga ce nopazxogu 6 aAlobumus napk ckopo we ce
ocbwecmBu. C nonema Ha daHmMazuama cu u ¢ manko nomow, om mexHoAO2UU-
me, nhoumu 15-20guwHUaAM MAageXk, pegoBHo npekocsaBawe zpaHuyume Ha cmasma
cu - 3amBop - u gaBawe >kuBom Ha Bcuykume cu cmpemedku. MoHskoza cu npeg-
cmaBsawe, ye npabu 20nemu HaydyHu omkpumus kamo UAbH Mbck, Ha kozomo ce
Bb3xuwabawe. py2 nbm Hamupawe gpeBHu cvbkpoBuwa u ce BkapBawe 8 onacHu
npukaloyeHus nogo6Ho Ha Alobumus cu puamoB 2epou MHguaHa IpkoyHc. A BegHbk
gopu ce pa3meyma 3a yeAayBka om Hau-kpacuBomo momuye 8 2umHazusama, kosmo
om nvpBu kypc ydyewe gucmaHuyuoHHO. 3Haewe, 4ye ueayBkama we 6vbge BoawebHa
u we uma mazudeckama mow, ga 20 u3mpbv2He om Aanume Ha koBapHama 6oaecm...

Makap moBa ga 6axa Bce owe HecbvbgHamu konHe>ku, Huku mBvpgo BapBawe, ye
eguH geH meymume My we ce npeBbpHam B peanHocm. Ho ce comHgBawe, Yye ckopo
we mo>ke ga uzae3e om mwvkHama cmas - 3amBop - yuumo npaz He 6ewe npekpau-
Ban Hakonako meceua. N He camo 3apagu enugemusma om kopoHaBupyc u u3B8bHpeg-
Homo noAo>keHue, koumo npeBvpHaxa xopama no ysaama naaHema 6 3amBopHuyu,
a u 3apagu egHu 3000 AeBa, koumo mauka my Hamawe omkbge ga Hamepu...

N Huku 6ewe 3amBopHuk. Mpu moBa om gbA2u 20guHU, gane4 npegu noAoBuHama
4yoBeyecmBo ga nonygee om cmpax u ga hagHe 6 naeH Ha haHgemusima. 3amoBa He
npoymsaBawe ,,cmpagaHuemo® Ha noBeyemo xopa, koumo wymMHO XAeH4Yexa no usA
geH B couuanHume mpedku, 4e ca npuHygeHu ga cu cmosim Bkbwu. Cnopeg Hez0
ucmuHckama npuyuHa 3a naHu4eckama um u manko HeagekBamHa peakuus Bcowi-
Hocm b6e, 4ye me Beye He 6g9xa 20cnogapu Ha cebe cu. M 4ye gocezawHUSM um koHdop-
mucmku u koHcymamopcku c8sm ce cpuHa u3zBegHwvXk - cvw,o kamo Hlouopkckume
kyAu-6Au3zHayu npu ameHmamume Ha 11 cenmemBpu 2001 2. A Hau-HeAenomo be, ye
azpecopbm BcvbwHocm ce oka3za mukpockonu4veHn Bupyc, koumo o6aye napaau3upa
ueaus cBam.

3amBopHu4yecmBomo Ha Huku He 6ewe kamo Ha gpyaume - 3a cegmuua, meceu, UAu
20guHa. A 3aBuHazu, npu moBa nognevyamaHo cbc 3A08ew,ama guazHo3a ,MmyckyaHa

gucmpodusa®. Yy g 3a nbpBu nbm Manko npegu ga mpvzHe Ha yquauuwe. CAeg gbAazu
u3zcaegBaHusg, Ha npaza Ha nbpBug ydyebeH geH 6 >kuBoma my, Aekapume ycmaHoBu-
Xa, 4e eguH om 2eHume My e mymupan. OmmozaBa mou cmaHa nAaeHHuk Ha co6cm-
BeHomo cu Hegb2aBo mano u Ha mankama cu cmauyka. Ho He chupawe ga ce 6opu u
ga BapBa, ye we o3gpabee, a 3apagu mauka cu cmuckawe 3v6u U He XAeH4Yewe. 3a-
w,omo He uckawe ga s Bukga 6e3nomouwHa, Hew,acmHa u pa3naakaHa...

Om manbk Hayyu Bcudko 3a 6onecmma cu. bewe HascHo, 4e makuBa kamo Hez2o0 ca
obpeyeHu. Ye B bvazapus 6oAHUMe om myckyaHa gucmpodus pssgko go>kuBsBam
18-ama cu 20guwHuUHa, gokamo 8 XonaHgusi, Hanpumep, me gocmuzam u go 40. Ho
B8 momeHma moBa uzobuw,o He 20 BbAHYBawe, 3aw,omo konHeewe ga u3zne3e HabBbH.
Huwo, Yye yauyume 6gxa nycmu u xopa hodumu He ce Bukgaxa. Oake no-gobpe -
HaAu mauka my mBbvpgeuwe, 4ye ako Hsakou 20 3apa3u, moBa moyke ga ce okarke da-
MAaAHO 3a Hez20...

AcaHcbopbm B 6A0ka Ha Huku He pabomewe om kpas Ha muHanama 2oguHa. a ce
omgeAsm napu om ckpomHus cemeeH 6logkem ce okaza HeBb3modkHO, mbu kamo
Bcaka cmomuHka 6ewe npegBapumenHo pa3yemeHa. 3a XpaHa, 3a cmemku u Hau-Be-
ye 3a ckvnu AekapcmBa u pexabuaumauus. A maukama Ha Huku, kosmo ce 2pwkewe
3a He20 cbBcem cama, Hamawe cuAau ga cBaau u kayu uHBanugHama koaudka Ha ge-
memo cu no cmomuuyume cmbAbuwa om cegmus go nbpBusg emadk u o6pamHo.

BaBHo u ¢ o2pomHu ycuaus Huku ce pa3mbpga. HacmaHu ce konkomo ce modke
no-ygo6Ho B cneyuanHus kopcem, npuaudaw, Ha kopumo, koumo gvprkewe 2pbbHa-
ka my noayuznpaBeH. ToBa o6aye 20 uzmopu u HeycemHo Momyemo 3agpsma. MNpuco-
HU My ce, 4e omBaps kacudkama, koamo noay4yu 3a npeguwHama Koaega. NMogapuxa
My 9 CbydyeHuuume 3aegHo ¢ 1000 AeBa, cvbpaHu Ha 6AazomBopumeneH koHuepm,
Op2aHu3upaH cneyuaAHo 3a He20 om max. Ha cobumuemo gougoxa MH020 Xxopa. A
cneg kpast Ha cnekmakbaa geuama My nomozHaxa u 20 kavuxa ¢ koaudkama Ha cue-
Hama. bewe mpoz2ameAHo...

B HechokouHus cu cbH Huku nompenepu. Ho He om pagocmHusa cnomeH, a om ko-
wmapHomo omkpumue, ye kacudykama ce oka3a npa3Ha. Napume 2u Hamawe! A me
My mpa6B8axa 3a acaHcbopa! CuzypHo Hsikou 2u e omkpagHaa! Ho kak? Ta HaAau om
g6a meceua 6 goma my He 6ewe cmbnBan BvHWeH YoBek, 3apagu enugemusima om
kopoHaBupyca.

NMpe3 moBa Bpeme mauka my 6ykBanHO muyawe Hazope no crmbAbume, Bbnpeku
XpOHUYHamMa cu ymopa. 3a nbpBu nvm om mMHo20 Bpeme >keHama ce npubupawe
B8 npunoBguzHamo HacmpoeHue. be3 ga ce ynpekBa 3a 6oAecmma Ha cuHa cu, 6e3
ga 06BuHsaBa Hukozo 3a Hau-me>kkama gpama 8 >kuBoma cu u 6e3 ga npeBbpma Ha
6bp3u o60opomu Ha3zag Bv6 Bpememo cnomeHume cu, 3a ga omkpue 2pewkama u ga
U3MOAU hokasHue.

ApebHuvkama, npe>kgeBpemeHHO cbcmapeHa om mbka u 2pwku >keHa He 4yBcmBa-
we uzmoweHue. Kakmo Hukoz2a goceza, ms ce Hocewe Ha kpuaeme Ha Hage>kgama,
3aBAagsaHa om agpeHaAuH u noAoXkumeaHu emouuu, a cbpuemo U npeauBawe om
6aazogapHocm. ToakoBa 6ewe wacmauBa, 4ye gopu He ce cewawe ga cBaau npeg-

na3Hama macka, 3apagu kosmo ce 3agvxBawe u guwawe mpygHo. Camo om Bpeme
Ha Bpeme nobymBawe ¢ pvka gkoba Ha >kunemkama cu, 3a ga ce yBepu, 4ye He e 3a-
2ybuna nauka, koumo npegu manko u gage kanacHusm Ha Huku.

Ob6arkgaHemo my 6ewe cvBcem HeoyakBaHo u 3amoBa s pagmpeBorku. bewe manko
cneg 0649g, kozamo msa ocmaBu cuHa cu ga y4u oHAAUH U mpb2Ha 3a paboma. OcBeH
ye bewe couyuaneH acucmeHm Ha gememo cu, >keHama 4yucmeuwe BxogoBeme Ha
cbcegHume gBa 6no0ka, 3a ga uzkapBa gonvAHUMeAHU hapu. C paBeH 2aac knacHusm
Hacmos ga ce cpewHam 8 kabuHema my He3ab6aBHo. HanomHu u 3a npegna3Hama
macka u coyuanHama gucmaHuyus - Hew,a, koumo ce noBmapsaxa go BmpuvcBaHe om
cympuH go Beyep - u nocae 3amBopu. Bvnpeku ye g uzmvyBawe Alobonumcm®Bo,
>keHama He nocms ga nonuma Huw,o noBeye. Camo ycemu kak om npumecHeHue
cbpuemo u npecko4yu Hskonko ygapa, a kpakama u ce pa3mpenepuxa. be3 ga 2y6u
Bpeme npubpa kodama u ge3uHdpekuuoHHumMe npenapamu - wewe ga goBvpwu
yucmeHemo no-kbcHo. TpbaHa kbm yyuauwemo ¢ nonoBuH gywa. OvyakBawe Aowu
HoBuHu, moke 6u 3aw,omo 8 ekegHeBuemo u xy6aBu noumu Hamawe. Hanpumep,
ye Huku He ce cnpaBs4. Ye we mpsab66a ga npekbvcHe gucmaHuuoHHOMO obyyeHue. Ye
HsMa ga 3aBbpwu. Ye uma gBouku...

[8a yaca no-kvcHo >keHama 6vp3awe obpamHo kbm goma, 6e3 ga kpue cvaAzume
cu. Maavewe om pagocm. A moBa He ce 6ewe cayuBano om parkgaHemo Ha cuHa U.
KaacHusm u gage napu, koumo 3peaocmHuuyume cvbpanu 3a Huku. Bmecmo ga 2u
noxapyam 3a ckbnu kocmlomu 32 abumypuenmckus cu 6aa, me eguHOgyuwHO pewiu-
AU ga 2u gapssm Ha momyemo. A cymama 6ewe gocmambyHa, He CamMo 32 peMOHM
Ha acaHCbopa, HO U 3a AekapcmBama my 3a caegBawume Hakonko meceua. dKeHama
ocmaHa 6e3mMbABHa, Ho 6ewe mpoz2Hama u gbAboko npu3HameaHa.

Ta omBopu muxo Bpamama Ha cmasama, BAe3e Ha npbcmu u c6emHa Aamnama, 3a-
W,omo 3Haewe, 4e MOM4yemo He obudya mbmHuHama. Huku BegHaza ce cbbygu, 6Aa-
20gapeH, Ye ¢ ugBaHemo cu mauka my npozoHu kowmapa. Uckawe ga u pazkake
3a CMpaHHUs CbH, HO Ce cnp{, ydyygeH om wacmauBama ycmuBka Ha o3apeHomo U
AuUe.

Caeg mpu gHu gBamama u3Asi3oxXa Ha gbAz2a pa3xogka no muxume yAudku. Huku
6ewe kamo npepogeH. O4yapoBaH om neceHma Ha nmuyume, mou >kagHo guwawe
Hemunu4Ho cBe>kusa Bb3gyx u Bcuvkume my cemuBa ce pagBaxa Ha npoAemHus pas-
kow. Cakaw He ce Hamupawe nodymu 6 ueHmMbpa Ha 2paga, a Hakbge cpeg gubama

npupoga.

Mauka u cuH ce yyBcmBaxa gobpe u omupomBopeHu. NMoHgkoza pa3z206apsxa, HO
noBeye mbayaxa, Bceku yHeceH B moAumBume u medymume cu. Ta ce moAeuwe 3a
3gpaBemo Ha Huku u 6AazopogHumMe My Cby4eHUUU, @ Mou cu hpegcmabauwe Hayy-
HU omkpumus, gpeBHu cvkpoBuwa u ... uenyBkama Ha Hau-kpacuBomo momuye om
2UMHa3usama.
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ELEVATOR FOR NICKY

Elena Chamurkova
Third place in the ,,Text“ Category

icky stared out the window and more than anything in the world wanted to

go outside. The room was suffocating him. It smelled of drugs, stale air, and

sadness because his life was sad, too. It was getting dark, and the boy did not
feel comfortable in the dark. Not that he was afraid, he just loved the light, but his
mother was late, and he was not able to get out of bed to turn on the light.

The tablet was lying beside him, but Nicky ignored it. The online classes were over,
and he did not want to watch any videos on the Internet. Instead, the boy longed
to inhale deeply the scents of the late April afternoon and to feel the caress of the
breeze, which was frolicking, with the ever more greening crowns of the trees.

Nicky was an intrepid dreamer but he sincerely doubted that his desire to hear again
the nose of the city and take a walk in his favourite park would soon come true. With
the flight of his imagination and a little help from technology, the nearly 15-year-old
young man regularly crossed the boundaries of his room - a prison - and gave life to
all his aspirations. Sometimes he imagined making great scientific discoveries like
Elon Musk whom he admired. Other times, he found ancient treasures and embarked
on dangerous adventures like his favourite film character, Indiana Jones. And once
he even dreamed of a kiss from the most beautiful girl in high school, who had been
studying remotely since first year. He knew that the kiss would be magical and would
have the magical power to pull him from the clutches of the insidious disease...

Although these were still wistful longings, Nicky firmly believed that one day his
dreams would come true. But he doubted he would soon be able to get out of the
sad room - prison - whose threshold he had not crossed for several months. And not
only because of the coronavirus epidemic and the state of emergency which had
turned people all over the planet into prisoners, but also because of some 3,000 levs
that his mother had nowhere to find...

And Nicky was a prisoner. For many years at that, long before half of humanity went
mad with fear and was captive of the pandemic. That‘s why he did not understand
the ,,suffering” of most people who whined loudly all day on social networks that
they were forced to stay home. In his view, the real reason for their panicked and
slightlyinadequate reaction was actually that they were no longer their own masters.
And that their hitherto conformist and consumerist world collapsed suddenly - just
like the New York Twin Towers in the attacks of 11 September 2001. And the most
ridiculous thing was that the aggressor actually turned out to be a microscopic virus
that paralyzed the whole world.

Nicky‘s imprisonment was not like that of others - for a week, a month or a year. It
was forever, sealed with the ominous diagnosis of ,muscular dystrophy.” He heard

it for the first time just before he started school. After extensive tests, on the eve
of his first day of school, doctors found that one of his genes had mutated. He had
since become a prisoner of his own infirm body and the small room. But he did not
stop fighting and believing that he would recover, and for his mother he gritted his
teeth and did not whine. Because he did not want to see her helpless, unhappy and
crying...

At an early age, he learned everything about his iliness. He knew that people like him
were doomed. In Bulgaria, patients with muscular dystrophy rarely lived to their 18th
birthday while in the Netherlands, for example, they reached 40. But at the moment,
this did not bother him at all because he longed to go out. It did not matter that the
streets were deserted and people could hardly be seen. This was even better - did
not his mother claim that if someone infected him, this could be fatal for him...

The elevator in Nicky‘s block of flats had not been working since the end of last year.
It turned out that it was impossible to set aside money from the modest family
budget, as every stotinka was allocated in advance. For food, for bills and most of
all for expensive drugs and rehabilitation. And Nicky‘s mother, who took care of him
all by herself, did not have the physical strength to take down and bring her child‘s
wheelchair up the hundreds of stairs from the seventh to the first floor and back.
Slowly and with great effort, Nicky moved. He sank as comfortably as possible into
the special trough-like corset that kept his spine upright. However, this tired him
and the boy dozed off. He was dreaming that he was opening the moneybox he had
received for the previous Christmas. His classmates gave it to him together with
1,000 levs collected at a charity concert organized by them especially for him. Many
people came to the event. And after the end of the show, the children helped him
and moved him on stage in the wheelchair. It was touching...

In his restless sleep, Nicky shivered. But not from the happy memory, but from the
nightmarish discovery that the moneybox turned out to be empty. The money was
gone! And he needed it for the elevator! Someone must have stolen it! But how? After
all, no outsider had been in his home for two months because of the coronavirus
epidemic.

Meanwhile, his mother literally ran up the stairs, despite her chronic fatigue. For
the first time in a long while, the woman was going home in high spirits. Without
accusing herself for her son‘s illness, without blaming anyone for the worst drama
of her life, and without rewinding her memories back in time to find her mistake and
beg for absolution.

The tiny woman prematurely aged with grief and worries, did not feel exhausted. As
never before, she flew on the wings of hope, captivated by adrenaline and positive
emotions, and her heart overflowed with gratitude. She was so happy that she did
not even think to take off her protective mask, which made her gasp for breath. Only

occasionally she patted the pocket of her cardigan to make sure she had not lost the
envelope that Nicky‘s class teacher had just given her.

His call was totally unexpected, so it worried her. It was shortly after noon when
she left her son to study online and went to work. In addition to being her child‘s
social assistant, the woman cleaned the entrances to two adjacent blocks of flats to
make extra money. In an even voice, the class teacher insisted that they meet in his
office immediately. He reminded her of the protective mask and social distancing -
things that were repeated from dawn till dusk - and then hung up. Although she was
overtaken by curiosity, the woman did not dare ask anything more. She only felt her
heart skip a few beats because of anxiety and her legs trembled. Without wasting
time, she put away the bucket and disinfectants - she would finish cleaning later.
She started for the school with a sinking heart. She expected bad news, perhaps
because there was almost no good news 1n her daily life. For example, that Nicky
was not performing well. That he would have to stop distance learning. That he
would not finish school. That he had low grades...

Two hours later, the woman hurried back home without hiding her tears. She was
crying with joy. And that had not happened since the birth of her son. The class
teacher gave her money that the seniors had raised for Nicky. Instead of spending
it on expensive clothes for their prom, they unanimously decided to give it to the
boy. And the amount was enough, not only for repair of the elevator, but also for her
son’s medicines for the next few months. The woman remained speechless, but was
touched and deeply grateful.

She quietly opened the door to the room, tiptoed in, and turned on the light because
she knew the boy did not like the dark. Nicky woke up immediately, grateful that
his mother’s arrival had banished the nightmare. He wanted to tell her about the
strange dream, but stopped, surprised by the happy smile on her radiant face.

Three days later, the two went for a long walk through the quiet streets. Nicky was
like reborn. Fascinated by the song of the birds, he eagerly breathed the unusually
fresh air, and all his senses enjoyed the splendour of spring. It was as if he was not
right in the centre of the city, but somewhere in the wild.

Mother and son felt well and at peace. Sometimes they were talking, but most of
the time, they were silent, each carried away in their prayers and dreams. She was
praying for of Nicky’s and that of his gracious classmates’ health, and he was dreaming
of scientific discoveries, ancient treasures, and the kiss of the most beautiful girl in
high school.
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ITIEH3YPA

EneHa YamypkoBa
Tpemo macmo B8 kamezopus , Tekcm*

okamo cbvm 2naBeH pegakmop, mo3u mamepuan Hama ga Bugu 6saA cBam!

Mo>ke u ga cme B u3zBvHpegHO nonodkeHue, HO npaBuaama ca cvbwume!

Mmame nbAHama cBo60oga ga nuweme cpewy Bceku, cmuza moBa ga He e
co6cmBeHukbvm Ha megusima uau Hakou om mon-pekanamogameaume HuU, a 60AHU-
uama 3a Hac e kacu4ka 3a napu! AcHo!!!

Lledpbm 3gpaBo 6ecHeewe u gopu nponagawama om Bpeme Ha Bpeme uHmep-
Hem-Bpv3ka He modka ga npukpue om penopmepume Heoby3gaHusa My 2H46. Mmawe
gecemku npuduHu 32 omBpamumeAHomo My HacmpoeHue, koemo ¢ mbka nomuc-
kawe npe3 nocrnegHume cegmuuu. M koemo ce B3puBu 8 Hau-Henogxogauwius Mo-
MeHm, HO BCvWHOCM hogxogaw, MOMeHmM 3a moBa Hamawe.

OcBeH Bcuuko gpyz0, kopoHaBupycHama ucmepust ygapu 3gpaBo nedyamHume me-
guu. YeaHusim cb6abcvk medkgy Hes u npecama 6ewe ¢ 200 km/y u ce oka3a cvkpy-
WwumeAeH 3a XxapmueHume u3gaHus. PeczuoHaAHussim nedyam 6 gbprkaBama uznagHa
B8 Hokaym u BecmHuuume cnpsxa ga uzau3zam. Bce nak om yBakeHue kvm >kypHa-
Aucmuyeckama npodecus u Humameaume, AokanAHume meguu noggvprkaxa oHAQUH
u3gaHusima cu CbC CeMHU CUAU U noumu 6e3 momuBauus.

Kpu3zama 3acezHa u pegakuyussima Ha Hau-mupaykHus obaacmeH BecmHuk 8 LlieH-
mpaAHa ceBepHa bba2apus, Yuumo ekun 8 momeHma npoBedkgawe ge>kypHama cu
onepamuBka gucmaHUUOHHO - no egHO om MobuAaHumMe npuaoXkeHusi. TAaBHusim ce
sgocBawe, 3awomo noroBuHama my ekun 6ewe 8 npuHygumeaHa noyuBka. A nepc-
nekmuBama, caneg kamo naameHama omnycka cBvpwu, 6ewe owe no-mpayHa. U
kamo 4ye Au 6e3aamepHamuBHa - mpygoBama 6opca. XoHopapume cmaHaxa Hanpa-
Bo cumBoAu4yHU, HO U 06embm Ha pabomama Hamaag, 3amoBa u >kypHaaucmume
npawaxa mamepuaaume cu om Bkbvwiu.

Temu u3BbH COVID-19 mpygHoO ce Hamupaxa, 3aw,omo u >kuBombm noymu 3amMpb3-
Ha, maka ye BecmHukbm 2ybewe uHmMepeca Ha YumameAume cu ¢ 2AaBoaomHa cko-
pocm. 'y6ewe u napu. A 2anaBHuam pegakmop modkewe Bceku momeHm ga 3azy6u
MSICMOMO CU U CbW,0 ga ce Hapegu Ha gbA2ama onawka npeg 6lopomo no mpyga...

N3nuaneHume My gokpau HepBu o6aye gagoxa Hakvco, ko2zamo npoyeme penopma-
ka ,,nog npukpumue® Ha couuanHus penopmep. Bnpoyem, marnaHmAauB maag muvk,
ko2omo Au4HO mou 6ewe Ha3zHa4vuA Bb6 BecmHuka. Mankusm umawe 6e3cnopHu ka-
yecmBa. Pagko 2pamomeH 3a nokoneHuemo cu. O4eBugHo o6pazoBaH, eMOUUOHAAHO
UHMeAu2eHmMeH u cbe 3gpaBocaoBeH Bkyc kbm uHmMpu2ama. Ymeewe, om He3Ha4u-
MmeAHU Ha npbB no2aeg memu, ga comBopsBa BvbaHyBawu ucmopuu, koumo yecmo
NbMU Nonagaxa He camo Ha nbpBa cmpaHuua, Ho u HayeAo Ha BecmHuka.

Ako mpab66awe ga 6vge yecmeH npeg cebe cu, 2AaBHuam pegakmop 6e3 konebaHue
6u crodkua u gHewHuss My mamepuaa 3a 8ogew, camo 4e npu gpyau ob6cmosimen-
cmBa. B cumyayus kamo ma3u He modkewe ga cu 20 no368oAu u moBa owe noBeye
npoBokupa ucmepudyHama my peakuus. 3a nopegeH nvm cu gage cmembka koako e
6e3cuneH u kak koHloHkmypama cmazBa >kypHaaucmukama. Mpu moBa He om Bye-
pa, a OmM MHO020 20guHU Hacam. Ho B pe>kum Ha u3BbHpegHO nonodkeHue u3zBegHbIk
noumu Bcuvku memu ce oka3zaxa 3abpaHeHu. Ako He 6ykBaAHO u cbc cvomBemHa-
ma 3anoBeg Ha Hakou oBAacmeH, mo no nogpa3zbupaHe. C 2o0guHuUmMe 2AaBHuUsSmM pe-

gakmop 6ewe HampynaA onum U Mbgpocm U 3Haewe, Ye HenucaHama ueH3ypa e
No-cmpawHa om pezaameHmupaHus koHmpoa...

Penopma)kvm 6ewe ckaHganeH. Cynep akmyaneH, cmapameaHo ob6ekmuBupaH ¢
kpacHopeyuBu cHumku u 6e3 uzAuwHU BHYyweHUs om cmpaHa Ha >kypHaaucma. C
egHa gyma - npaBo 8 gecemkama. Pa3zkazBawe 3a mu3epHOmMoO cbcmosiHue Ha uHdek-
uuo3Homo omgeneHue B8 gvprkaBHama 6oAHuUUA. 33 wacmue, mam Bce owe HAMawe
uHdekmupaHu ¢ kopoHaBupyc nayueHmu, Ho npegBug o4yakBaHusa Bceku momeHm
nuk Ha enugemusama, Bugbm Ha 60AHUYHUMe cmau 6ygewe ocHoBameAHa mpeBo-
2a, 2HA6 u gopu omBpaweHue. Cakaw omgeaeHuemo 6e goanHonpobeH 6apgak, a He
4acm om cbBpemeHHO 3gpaBHo 3aBegeHue 8 mogepHa u eBponeucka gvprkaBa. Ha
kagpume acHo ce Budkgawe mpbcomusima, HUwemama u ockbguuama, pe3yamam
uAu om 6e3xabepuemo Ha 6oAHU4HOMO pvkoBogcmBo, uau om 6e3napuduemo, a
Hau-BeposmHo u om gBeme. MpbvcHU ,,mypcku® knozemu, oaloweHa ma3uaka, uz-
mbpbyweHu u nodkbameau gloweuu, nog koumo ce Budkgaxa pwrkgacaau npy>kuHu...
NMokbpmumeaHa 2aegka, npeg kosmo gopu u mou oHems, Bbnpeku 4Ye npe3 20guHU-
me 6ewe pabomuA Hag xuAasigu mpazuyHu clookemu. Camo 4ye, no gaBoaume, mo3u
Hamawe kak ga 6bge nybaukyBaH. 3aw,omo obaacmHama 6oAHUUa, kakmo u owe
Hsakoako o6bwuHcku u gop>kaBHU uHCMuMyuUuu, umaxa goz2oBop 3a UHPOpPMAUUOH-
Ho 06cay>kBaHe ¢ BecmHuka. A B8 Hez20, pa3bupa ce, HAamawe kaay3a ga ce nyckam
uzobaudaBawu mamepuaau, nbk 6uau me u HanbAHO gocmoBepHu. Hew,0 noBeve.
OcBeH 0696u u peknamu, BegHvdk mecevyHo >kypHaaucmume nuwexa no3umuBHu
cmamuu 3a cbomBemHume BegomcmBa...

- Kak®68 e npobaembm, wede?

aBHuam pegakmop ce 6ewe omHecvA B HepagocmHu MucAu U Bbnpocbm Ha couu-
aAHUS penopmep 20 BbpHa 8 6pymanHomo Hacmosuwie. LLledbvm noe gbaboko Bb3-
gyX, nu 2oaama 2abmka Boga u omHoBo Bkaloyu kamepama. Onuma ce ga 206opu
no-cgbp>kaHo U houmu My ce noAy4u, Bvbnpeku egHa uges no-Bucokomo 38y4yeHe Ha
2Aaca Mmy.

- Mpobaembm e, Ye we HU cnpam kpaH4yemo, gpazu. TouHo ce2a Hama kak ga cu 20
no3B8oaum. Bce egHo ga cu ompedkem camu kaoHa, Ha koumo cegum!

- Axa, kpaHuyemo, 3Ha4u. A cBob6ogama Ha cnoBomo? - CouyuaAHUsSmM He ce npega-
Bawe. Yok HauBHuUs my Bbnpoc 6ewe 3agageH ¢ Hapo4yHa upoHus U wedbm omHoB0
ce B6ecu.

- CBo6ogama Ha cnoBomo HAMa ga me HaxpaHu, scHo?! 1o eguH Yac o4akBam om
me6 gpyau memu. Takaaaa. Bogewussm mamepuaa we e 3a ocemme meguyu om
obaacmma ¢ nonokumeaHa npob6a, 4ye ako Hew,o cmaHe - HamMma kou ga Hu AekyBa,
HaAu ce cewaame. 3a Bmopo yeno nyckam ommsaHama Ha npa3Huka Ha 2paga. TakoBa
4ygo He ce 6ewe cAyyBano... e 3aBbpmum u memama 3a BaHgaAwuHama no nap-
koBeme. He cmuza, Ye e 3abpaHeHo ga ce nocew,aBam, a MuHanama How, Hakou nak
e uznoyynuA neukume u 6ecegkama 8 2zpagckama zpaguHa. TonkoBa napu 3a oxpaHa
u kamepu Hacunaxa om obwuHama, nvk...

be3 ga goyaka kpas Ha onepamuBkama, coyuanHusm penopmep gemoHcmpamuBHo
ce uzkaloyu om koHdpepeHmHama Bpv3zka. He my nykawe 3a eBeHmyaaHama 2n06a.
He my gpemewe u 3a koHckomo om weda, owe no-manko kakBo we karkam kone-
2ume. YMmupawe om g, 4e 2AaBHusam ce noguzpa ¢ HakoankogHeBHuUmMe My ycuaus
ga cvbepe uHdpopmayus u cHumku om uHdpekuuo3zHomo. 3a nbpBu NbmM ce cbAbCk-
Bawe om nvpBo Auue ¢ ueH3zypama. MNMoyyBcmBa ce o6e3cbpUEH, HO CU NPUNOMHU,
ye 2HeBbm e now cbBemHuk. U noHedke pa3znonazawe ¢ manko Bpeme, u3zneze 6vp30

om kBapmupama cu, 3a ga ce nopa3xogu u3 nycmume yAuuu 8 mvpceHe Ha cBedku
memu u ugeul.

MNo-kbvcHo canegobega uznpamu no enekmpoHHama now,a Ha wieda cu Hakoako kpam-
ku gonucku u kamo 4ye Au ce ycnokou. A woom npukalovu cbe cay>kebHume aHzaXku-
MeHmMU 3a geHs, pewu ga npemuHe kbm anmepHamuBHus cu nAaH. be3 BeakakBu ya-
puzeHus nybaukyBa penopmadka cu 3a uHdekuyuo3zHOmMo omgeAeHue 6 coyuanHama
mpexka. U3noa3B8a Bmopus cu npodun, koumo 6e nog u3mMucAeHa CaMOAUYHOCM - He
kamo >kypHanucm u om umemo Ha BecmHuka, a npocmo kamo eguH om MHO20mMO
xeumbpu. MNMycHa cHumkume u mekcma 8 Hau-z2oAdmama 2pyna 6 LleHmpaaAHa ce-
BepHa bvAzapus. B Hes yaneHyBaxa cmomuuu XuAsigu hompebumeau u exkegHeBHO
kauBaxa gecemku cuzHanu om Bcakakv6 xapakmep. Ho edpekmbm om nybaukauyus-
ma 3a uHdekuyuozHomMo omgeAeHUe HagMuHa gopu U Hau-cmeAume my odakBaHus,
a memama ocmaHa akmyaaHa gbA20 Bpeme.

3a HakoAko yaca mamepuaabm 6ewe cnogeAeH cmomuuu nbmu. Xuasgume KomeH-
mapu nog Hez2o 6s9xa npeobaagaBawo HezamuBHuU, makap ga umawe u cb4yBcm-
Bue kbvm Aekapume, npuHygeHu ga o62pwkBam nauueHmume cu 6 mu3zepHuU ycAo-
Bus. PvkoBogcmBomo Ha o6AacmHama 6oAHUUA gopu nycHa ,,onpoBeprkeHue® 66
BecmHuka, 8 MecmHume kabeAaHu meaeBu3uu, caumoBe u paguocmaHuyuu. Taka clo-
>kembm cmuz2Ha u go Hau-2onemume meAeBu3uu ¢ HAUUoHaAHO hokpumue, koumo
uznpamuxa kopechoHgeHmume cu Ha MACcmMo.

'haBHuam pegakmop Ha BecmHuka BHumameAHo u ¢ o2zpomHo AlobonumcmBo cae-
gewe pa3zBumuemo Ha ueH3ypupaHus om Hez2o penopmak. NMpeg ekuna ynopumo
ce npaBewe, 4e nogobHa mema He cbwecmByBa. O4yeBugHo 6ewe 2y3eH om pewe-
Huemo cu, 3a koemo npogbakaBawe ga cmama, ye e npaBuaHo. Huw,o, 4e My ce Ha-
Aodku ga BAuza 6 onpaBgameneH pe>kum npeg co6cmBeHuka Ha megusama kak maka
ekunvm e ,,uznycHan® Hau-20pewus clookem om uzmuHanama cegmuua...

A 3a 06w,a u3HeHaga, pa3Bpvzkama Ha ckaHgana gouge MHO020 ckopo u mo ¢ Heouvak-
BaH o6pam. MecmHu npegnhpuemaydu obeguHuxa ycuAus u gapuxa cpegcme6a 3a cne-
WweH peMOHmM Ha uHmeH3uBHOMoO omgeAeHue. Bnpoyem uHuuyuamuBama 3a moBa
6ewe Ha ... 2AaBHuUsa pegakmop. O4yeBugHo, aBmopumembm u BAusHuemo my Bce
owe me>kaxa. C Hakoanko meaedoHHU pazzo0B8opa mou ybegu 6buzHecMeHUME, Ye no-
gobeH >kecm we 6vge nogobaBaw,o oueHeH om obwHocmma. Kosmo, 8 me3u 60oAHU
BpemeHa, uznumBawe ocmpa hompebHocm om gobpu HOBUHU, Cbnpu4acmHoCcmM U
Hagedkga.

- C kak6o we pagbame yumameaume gHec? - Cegmuua no-kvcHo koHdepeHmHa-
ma onepamuBka 3ano4Ha ¢ nho-gpy>kealo6eH om obuvauHus 8 nocregHo Bpeme MoH.
YKypHaAaucmume ce uzHeHagaxa. Noymu 6gxa 3abpabuau, ye wedvm um BcobwHOCM
npumedkaBa uHmepecHo 4yBcmBo 3a xymop u 8 kpauHa cmemka e gob6vp 4oBek.

CouuanHusam penopmep u3zdyaka mvpneauBo konezume cu u nocaegeH B3e gymama.
be3 ocobeH eHmycuazbm Mmaagusam Mk npegaodku npobaemeH penopmadk 3a OH-
AaUH obyyeHuemo Ha yvyeHuuume.

- CmaBa. Ho Bogewusasm HuU mamepuaA we e gpya. PagnoAazaw ¢ eguH 4Yac ga 20
Hanuwew. CBbprku ce ¢ weda Ha pe2zuoHaAHama cmpoumeAHa kamapa. 3ano4yBa
Maw,aabeH pemoHmM Ha uH$pekuuo3zHOMO omgeneHue. A 3acAay2ama e u mbosi...
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CENSORSHIP

Elena Chamurkova
Third place in the ,,Text“ Category

s long as | am the editor-in-chief, this text will not see the light of day! We may

be in a state of emergency, but the rules stay the same! You have complete

freedom to write against anyone, as long as it is not the owner of the media
or one of our top advertisers, and the hospital is a cash cow for us! Is it clear!!!

The boss was livid with rage, and even the occasional disruptions of the Internet
connection could not hide his unbridled anger from the reporters. There were dozens
of reasons for his vile mood, which he had struggled to hide in recent weeks. And
it exploded at the most inopportune moment, but in fact, there was no opportune
moment for it.

The coronavirus hysteria, among other things, hit the print media hard. The head-
on collision between it and the press was at 200 km/h and proved to be devastating
for the paper editions. The regional press in the country was in a knock out and the
newspapers stopped printing. However, out of respect for the journalistic profession
and the readers, the local media maintained their online publications with waning
strength and almost no motivation.

The crisis also affected the editorial office of the largest in circulation regional
newspaper in Central Northern Bulgaria, whose team was currently conducting its
daily editorial meeting remotely - on one of the mobile applications. The editor in
chief was angry because half of his team was on forced leave. And the outlook after
the paid leave was over was even grimmer. It seemed without alternative - the job
centre. Fees became truly symbolic, but also the volume of work decreased, so the
journalists sent their materials from home.

Topics other than COVID-19 were difficult to find because life had almost frozen, so
the newspaper was losing the interest of its readers at breakneck pace. It was also
losing money. And the editor-in-chief could lose his job at any moment and also
queue up in front of the job centre.

However, his frazzled nerves were shot when he read the ,,undercover report of the
social 1ssues reporter. By the way, a talented young man whom he had personally
hired in the newspaper. The youngster had indisputable merits. Extremely literate
for his generation. Obviously educated, emotionally intelligent and with a healthy
taste for the thrilling staff. He was able to create exciting stories from seemingly
insignificant topics, which often appeared not only on the front page, but also in the
masthead of the newspaper.

If he had to be honest with himself, the editor-in-chief would not hesitate to put the
young man’s today‘s text as a leader, but in other circumstances. In a situation like
this, he could not afford it and this further provoked his hysterical reaction. Once
again, he realized how powerless he was and how the state of affairs was crushing
journalism. And not since yesterday, but for many years. But in a state of emergency,
almost all topics were suddenly forbidden. If not literally and with the appropriate
order of someone in authority, then by default. Over the years, the editor-in-chief
had gained experience and wisdom and knew that tacit censorship was worse than
regulated control.

The news report was scandalous. Extremely up-to-date, carefully objectified with
telling photos and without unnecessary implications from the journalist. In a word
- right in the bull’s eye. It was about the miserable condition of the infectious
disease ward at the state hospital. Fortunately, there were still no coronavirus-
infected patients there, but given the expected peak of the epidemic at any time the
appearance of the hospital rooms was a cause for concern, anger and even disgust.
It was as if the ward was a squalid hovel, not part of a modern health facility in a
modern and European country. The photos clearly showed dirt, misery, and scarcity,
the result of either the disregard of the hospital management or the lack of money,
and most likely both. Dirty squat toilets, peeling plaster, tattered and yellow-stained
mattresses with rusty springs underneath... A heartrending sight that even he was
stunned at, even though he had worked on thousands of tragic stories over the years.
But what the heck, this one could not be published. Because the district hospital,
as well as several other municipal and state institutions had a contract for publicity
services with the newspaper. And in it, of course, there was no clause for releasing
incriminating matenrials even though they were completely credible. Something
more. In addition to classified ads and advertisements, once a month journalists
wrote affirmative articles about the relevant government departments...

»What's the matter, boss?*

The editor-in-chiefhad drifted offtounhappythoughtsandthesocialissuesreporter‘s
question brought him back to the harsh reality. The boss took a deep breath, took
a large sip of water, and turned on the camera again. He tried to speak with more
restraint, and he almost succeeded, despite the fact that his voice sounded a notch
louder.

- The problem is they‘re cutting us off, pal. Right now, we can‘t afford it. It‘s like
sawing off the branch we‘re sitting on!

- Ha, cutting us, you say. And what about freedom of speech? - The social reporter
did not give up. His seemingly naive question was asked with deliberate irony, and
the boss was furious again.

- Freedom of speech will not feed you, right?! | expect other topics from you in
an hour. So. The leader will be about the eight doctors in the district with positive
tests and if something happens - there will be no one to care for us, if you get my
drift. The second leader | am going to release is about the cancellation of the city
féte. This is unheard of... We will throw in the topic of vandalism in parks. Not only
are they closed but also last night someone smashed the benches and the gazebo in
the city garden. So much money for security and cameras poured by the municipality
council, and still...

Before the end of the editorial meeting, the social reporter intentionally left the
conference call. He did not care about the potential fine. He did not give a damn
about the boss‘s lecturing, much less about what his colleagues would say. He was
bursting with anger at the boss who had made fun of his several days’ efforts to
gather information and photos of the infectious disease ward. It was the first time
he had butt heads with censorship first-hand. He felt discouraged but remembered
that anger was a bad advisor. And because there was little time, he hurried out of his
place to walk the deserted streets in search of fresh topics and ideas.

Later that afternoon, he emailed his boss a few short reports and somewhat calmed
down. And when he finished his work duties for the day, he decided to move ahead
with his backup plan. Without any remorse, he posted his report on the infectious
diseases ward on the social network. He used his second account, which was under
a fictitious identity - not as a journalist and on behalf of the newspaper, but simply
as one of the many haters. He leaked the photos and the text in the largest group
in Central Northern Bulgaria. Hundreds of thousands of users were members and
dozens of tip-offs of all kinds were posted daily. But the effect of the publication on
the infectious ward surpassed even his wildest expectations and the topic remained
relevant for a long time.

In a few hours, the post was shared hundreds of times. The thousands of comments
below were predominantly negative, although there was also sympathy for the
doctors forced to care for their patients in miserable conditions. The management
of the district hospital even released a ,,counterstatement® in the newspaper, on
the local cable televisions, websites and radio stations. Thus, the story reached the
largest television networks with national coverage, which sent their correspondents
on the scene.

The newspaper's editor-in-chief followed carefully and with great interest the
development of the story censored by him. He was stubbornly pretending before the
team that such topic did not exist. He was obviously shame-faced by his decision,
which he still thought was right. It did not matter that he had to give explanation to
the owner of the media, how come the team ,,missed” the hottest story of the past
week

Toeveryone‘ssurprise,the outcomeofthescandalcameverysoonwithanunexpected
twist. Local entrepreneurs joined forces and donated funds for the emergency repair
of the intensive care unit. By the way, the initiative for this came from the editor-in-
chief. Apparently, his authority and influence still mattered. In several phone calls,
he convinced the businessmen that such a gesture would be duly appreciated by the
community. Which, in those ghastly times, was in dire need of good news, empathy,
and hope.

- How will we make readers happy today? - A week later, the on-line editonal
meeting began in a friendlier tone than usual. The journalists were surprised. They
had almost forgotten that their boss had actually an interesting sense of humour
and was a good person after all.

The social reporter waited patiently for his colleagues and was the last to speak.
Without much enthusiasm, the young man offered a news story on the sensitive
issue of pupils‘ online learning.

- This is a good one. But our leader will be different. You have an hour to write it.
Contact the head of the regional construction chamber. A large-scale repair of the
infectious disease ward has begun. And it’s all to your credit...
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NJOBPUTE IYMHA

EAneHa YamypkoBa
Tpemo macmo 8 kamezopus ,,Tekcm*

a3bpa, ye e uHpekmupaH 6pymanHo, makap ga He 6e HeovakBaHo. 3awomo, no

npu3BaHue uno npodecus, ArekcaHgbp HYaHeB 6ewe neguamvp. dKuBeewe noBeye

¢ mpeBozume u pagocmume Ha MmaAnkume cu nayueHmMu u pogumeAume um, om-
konkomo cbc cBoume cobcmBeHu. CnazBauku mepkume 3a 6e3onacHocm, mou He cnpsK
ga AnekyBa gopu u 8 cumyauus Ha enugemus. Bnpouem, noBeyemo my konezu 3amBopu-
xa kabuHemume cu u koHcyaAmupaxa gucmaHuuoHHO, HO g-p YaHeB noe npemepeHus
cnopeg Hez0 puck u ocmaHa 8 pabomeH pe>kum. Mvk u mankume ce pa3zbonaBaxa 6e3 ga
ce cbobpazaBam c enugemuvyHama o6cmanHoBka. Taka uzpacmBaxa - ¢ HacmuHku, 2pun,
6poHxumu, nHeBMoHuUu u ocmpu BupycHu uHdekuuu...

N3BbHpegHOMO noAodkeHue 20 3aBapu kamo Aekap 8 egHa om 20AemMume CMOAUYHU
6oaHuuu. Bonpeku mpeBo’kHomo Bpeme, mou ce Hocewe Ha kpuaneme Ha Alo6oBma u
npe>kuBsBawe cuaeH nepuog. C npusmenkama my 6s:xa Aygo Balo6eHu u haaHupaxa
c6am6a B oyakBaHe Ha nbpBomo cu geme...

C npunoBguzHamo HacmpoeHue, npeHebpezBauku HampynaHama ymopa om medkka-
ma pabomHa cegmuuya, AnekcaHgbp egBa u3zuaka ga cBvpwiu ge>kypcmBomo u BegHaza
nomezAu 3a pogHus 2pag. BapBawe, ye we npekapa yygeceH yukeHg c pogumeaAume cu
- CbWw,0 Meguuu - 3a ga 06cvgam Bv3mokHocmume okono kapuepHomo my pazBumue.
Bewe noAy4yua omaudHa opepma om npecmuwkHa 4yacmHa kauHuka, Ho He 6bp3awe ¢
peweHuemo...

Tpadukbm no mazucmpanama my ce cmopu HeobuyauHo cnokoeH kamo 3a nemvk Beuep
u mou ce Hacaa)kgaBawe Ha wodupaHemo U pomaHmMuyHus 3ane3, kozamo u3zBegHvk ce
no4yyBcmBa 3ae. Bmpece 20 u ce npenomu. MuHa My npe3 yma, 4e modke ga e HacmuHaA
UAU ga e nuUNHaA 2pun, a 6ewe mBbpge npeymopeH u uMyHumembvm my s86Ho omcaa68a.
Huwo, npe3 noyuBHume gHU wewe ga peaakcupa ¢ xyb6aBa kHuza, mbp3eayBaHe npeg
meaAeBu3zopa u gomawHo npuzomBeHama xpaHa. Hamawe HUW,0 Aowo ga ce noz2Ae3u 3a
nocAaegeH nbm, npegu odulUUAAHO ga NPOMEHU cmamyca cu Ha Heo6Bvp3aH muk. Mbvk u
gBamama ¢ mauka my umaxa mHoz20 cuAHa Bpb3ka...

N3HeHagBaw,o cuneH npucmbn Ha kawAuua o6aye npo20HU UgUAUYHUME MY MUCAU. J-p
YaHeB 20 oBaags, nnaBHo Hamaau ckopocmma u cnpsa Ha nbpBama om6uBka. Cakaw
umawe Aeka memnepamypa, 3amoBa nu AekapcmBo u caneg kpamka noyuBka npoguarku.
Kozamo npucmuzHa nouymu 6ewe 3ab6pabBun, 3aw,omo HepaznonodkeHuemo My cu 6ewe
omuwo. NMpekapa yygecHa cemeuHa Beyep, HO HA cympuHmMa omHoB0o ce noyyBcmBa
3Ae U omuge Ha npezaaeg. Aekapam - cemeeH npusmea - 20 u3npamu Ha peHmz2eHoBa
cHumka, kosmo ce oka3za yucma u AaekcaHgvp ce ycnokou. Mvk u HAmawe Bv3zmorkHocm
ga ce mpeBorku 3a cebe cu - menedoHbmM My 3B8bHewe noymu HenpekbCHamo u mou
npoBe>kgawe gbazu pa3208opu, 33 ga ymoyHu onaakBaHusma u Ae4eHUEMO Ha MaAku-
me cu nayueHmu.

B noHegeAHUk cympuHma maagusm mwudk ce comBewe ga nbomyBa o6pamHo kvm Co-
duga. HyBcmBawe ce cnokoeH u 8 xapmoHuUs cbc cebe cu - bewe pewuA ga hpueme Ho-
Bama paboma, kozamo u3zBegHv)k ycemu, ye e BguzHan mHo20 Bucoka memnepamypa.
N Bmecmo 3a cmoauyama, ce omnpabBu kvm Hau-6Au3zkama nabopamopus, 3a ga cu Ha-
npaBu PCR mecm 3a kopoHaBupyc.

CaegBawume 24 yaca 6sxa Hau-gbazume 6 >kuBoma my 3apagu Heuz6ecmHocmma, HO
UHMyuyusima my He 20 nogBege. MNvk u cumnmomume 65xa kamezopu4Hu. Npobama ce
oka3za nonockumeaHa u mou 3ano4Ha psizko ga ce BaowaBa. KawAuuama my nodmu He
cnupawe, 3agyxvm 6ewe oce3zaem. HanpaBuxa my ckeHep. To3u nbm ce Bugs CHO u3-
pa3eHa gBycmpaHHa nHeBMmoHus. MNpuexa 20 B 60AHUUaMa, 2 Meguume 2pbMHaxa cAeg
Hsikonko yaca. MHmMepecbm 6e o2pomeH - moBa 6e egBa nemgecemusim cAy4au 6 cmpa-
Hama u nbpBusam 3a pogHust My 2pag. Kegemo Bnpoyem Bcuvku no3zHaBaxa cemeucm6o-
mo My...

CaumoBeme cnecmuxa umemo Ha 3apa3eHus Aekap u nybaukyBaxa camo uHuyuaaume
My, HO nompebumeaume Ha coyuanHume mpedku BegHaza 20 ,,pazobauyuxa®. MocaegBa
AaBuHa om apocmHu u 3A06HU komeHmapu, cskaw 4yoBekvm 6e npokarkeH uAu 6oaeH
om 4yyma, u moBa 6e Hau-cpamHomo Hew,o Ha cBema... [1-p YaHeB ce no4yyBcmBa omep-
3€H, a CbMHeHUemo 20 3azpu3a omBvmpe. UMmawe yyBcmBomo, 4e maAoMo u gywama
My Bceku momeHm we ce B3puBsm Ha xuasgu maaku napyeHua. M mo He camo om 6o0-
AeCcmma, Ho U om ompa3ama Ha moakoBa MHo020 u Bce Heno3Hamu xopa. Ynaawu ce, HO
He 3a cebe cu. AMu ako 6ewe c6vpkan, ye He 3amBopu kabuHema cu. Ako 6ewe uznoXkua
Ha puck cmomuuyume maaku nauueHmu u pogumeaume um?! Kak wewe ga npogbaku
ga >kuBee c makaBa cmazBaw,a omzao08opHocm?!

Kozamo pa3bpa, BegHaza uznpamu cvobweHue no nayueHmckama 8aubvp 2pyna. Obsc-
HU, Ye e 3apa3eH u Hacmos, ako Hakou noAy4u gopu u Hau-Aeku cumnmomu, He3a6aBHo
ga cu HanpaBu mecm. bewe kamezopu4eH, 4e mou we noeme pa3xogume 3a npobume.

B canegBawume Hsikonko gHu mpeckaBo ovakBawe pe3yamamume, Ho caaBa bozy 3apa-
3eHuU HaMmawe. HezamuBHuU 6g9xa u npobume Ha pogumeaume my, koumo obauve 6sxa ka-
paHMUHUpaHu u 3a max ce zpwkewe egHo npusmencko cemeucmBo. Mpusmenkama my
CbWw,0 ce uzoAaupa 6 cmoaudHama um kBapmupa u gBamama ce yyBaxa no Hakoako nbmu
Ha geH. Ta 6ewe gobpe 3a pa3zauka om Hezo.

Jecem gHu caeg kamo 6e npuem 6 uHMeH3uUBHOMO oMmgeAeHuUe, CbCMOSHUEMO My ouwie
He 6ewe cmabunHo u mpeBorkewe nekyBawume Aekapu. -p YaHeB omcaabHa ¢ hem-
Hagecem kuaoz2pama, kamo my ce nogobpsBawe, my ce BAowaBawe, a u owe HAIMmawe
an2opumdbm 3a npebopBaHemo Ha koBapHama 6onecm. [aBaxa my aHmubakmepuanHu
u npomuBoBupycHu megukameHmu, BAuBaxa My uMyHOCMuUMyAaHmMuU. Jlopu My npeg-
nucaxa om XAOpHUMeE npenapamu u cMmeHuxa aHmu6buomuka. 3a >kanocm, oba4ve, mou
noggvprkawe Bucoka memnepamypa, kawasiwe 3n08ew,0, 6ewie MHO20 omnagHaA u ce
3agywaBawe. A moHycbm My owe noBeye chagawe, kozamo Yyemewe HezamuBHume
komeHmapu 3a cebe cu.

EguH kbceH canegobeg nayueHmckama 2pyna 8v6 Baubvp u3znucyka caeg HakonkogHeB-
HO MbAYaHue. AarekcaHgbp omBopu cbobuweHuemo cbe cBumo cvpue. OvyakBawe nopeg-
Hus 3A0CcmeH komeHmap uAu gopu Hau-Aowomo - Yye Bce nak Hakou ce e 3apa3ua 3apagu
He20. O6aye mpeBoz2ume my 6bp30 ce pa3cesixa u 3a NbpBu Nbm om MH020 Bpeme MAa-
gusm mbXk ce ycmuxHa. PogumeAume Ha 5-2zoguwiHama Mas My unpamuxa pucyHkama
u, nocBemeHa Ha Hez20. bewe oyepmana mvHu4kama cu pvyuyka, a Bbmpe umawe cop-
qyuue, nog koemo ¢ mpozameneH gemcku noyepk, cmoewe MUAO hOCAaHUE:

I“
[ ]

»,bbp30 03gpaBaBaHe! Tu cu mosm aHz2eA-chacumea

O-p YaHeB ycemu, 4e oyume my ce HaBaa>kHaBam u nob6bp3a ga 2u uzmpue, 3awW,0mMo
npegcmoewe BeyepHama Buzumauyus. He uckawe konezume ga nomucaam, ye e cnabo-
xapakmepeH, HO He moXka ga ycmou Ha ma3u HeovyakBaHa emouus... Mas 6ewe cAbHYe-

Bo u AlobonumHo cbwecmBo, koemo ¢ HenpekbcHamomo cu 6vpbopeHe u 02poMHUME
3eAeHU o4u 2pabBawe cbpuama Ha xopama ompas. 3ano3Ha ce ¢ Hea B nbpBus pabomeH
geH caeg kpamkama cu HoBozoguwHa BakaHuus. JoBegoxa my 1 8 eguH kbceH cregobeg
- cbwo kamo mo3u, Ho ceza 6e noumu npoAaem, a mozaBa - cHezbvm 6ewe nokpua usaa
Codus. Kak camo muHaBa Bpememo - nomucau cu g-p YaHeB...MomuyeHuemo 6ewe cbe
CemHu cuAu. Umawe memnepamypa u nhouymu HenpekbcHamo noBpuvwawe. Tou s npeg-
pa3noaodku ga ce ycnokou, npeaaega g u u npegnuca nekapcmBa. Caeg gBa gHu obave
mauka my ce o6agu u noumu npe3 cbA3u 069CHU, Ye gememo HaMma nogobpeHue. be3 ko-
AebaHue AnekcaHgbp HanycHa kabuHema cu u BegHaza ce omnpaBu kbm goma um.

Mankama HaucmuHa 6ewe gocma 3Ae. Bvnpeku npegnucaHama guema, noBpvwawe
Bcuuko, kakBomo xanHewe. Teauemo u 6ewe o06e380gHeHO, a memnepamypama He
cnagawe. A-p YaHeB u3zBuka auHeuka u npugpyrku cemeucmBomo go ,,Mupoz208* kvge-
MO ypegu cnewHu u3zcaegBaHus. OnaceHusma My ce homBbpguxa - Mas 6ewe pa36u-
Aa pomaBupycHa uHdekuyus. Mpuexa g 6 60AHUUA 32 usiana cegmuua, a He3aBucumo om
npemoBapeHus cu 2paduk, mou 6ykBanHo kpagewe om Bpememo cu, 3a ga 9 hocew,aBa
Bceku geH. Jarke u nogapu Hakoako kHuykku u pucyBameaHo 6nokye...

Maagussim mbk omHoBo nozaegHa pucyHkama. B mo3u momeHmM noAy4u owe egHO Cb-
obweHue. bewe nodkenaHue 3a 6bp30 Bb3cmaHoBaB8aHe om gpyz, N0-20AIM He208 na-
uueHm, Bedye muuHeugkbp. ToBa 20 ymuau u mou ce noyyBcmBa MHO20 no-gobpe. N3-
BegHb)k 02AagHS u 3a NbpBu NvM om MHo020 Bpeme Ha Beyepsa ycemu Bkyca Ha xpaHama.

B cnegBawume Hsakoako gHu Hacmbnu 6bp30 nogobpeHue. A gobpume gymu om MHO-
206pouHUMeE My nayueHmMu He cnupaxa... Koezamo 20 u3znucaxa, meguume 3ano4yHaxa
6ykBanHo ga 20 npecaegBam. MvpBume Hsakonko gHu g-p YaHeB He ce cvanacsiBawe.
Ho nocae pewu ga chogeAu ucmopusama cu, 3a ga 8govxHe kypayk Ha Bcuuku, koumo ce
cmpaxyBam. MHmepBlomo my 3a eguH om mecmHume caumoBe B3puBu couuanHama
mpeXka. Umawe cmomuuyu xuaagu xapecBaHus, cnogeasiHua u komenmapu. U Bcuuku-
me go eguH - no3umuBHu.

To3u nvm g-p YaHeB pewu ga He 2u yeme. 3awomo 6ewe HasgCHO, Ye 0cBeH UCMUH-
ckume gobpodkenamenu, umawe u Auuemepu. Koczamo ce pa3zboas, cobwume me3u xopa
20 ynpekBaxa Bv6 Bcuuku 3emHu 2pexoBe, a ceza My Yecmumsaxa o3gpaBsBaHemo u 20
no3gpaBsaBaxa. be3 yzpu3zeHus...

Maagussm mbk nomezaau kem cmoauuama. bewe npekpacHo anpuacko ympo u mupuuwe-
we Ha npoaem. Pagmeuma ce... LA mecey, He 6ewe npezpbuwian >keHa cu, a konHeewe ga
Nnoz2aAu Haegpsanomo om 6pemeHHocmma u kopemye... B cowomo Bpeme msa yemewe
uHmepBlomo my. U naavewe. Om wacmue, 4e npeMuHaxa npe3 me>kkomo uznumanue...

,Ha 6oAHUMe om kopoHaBupyc 6ux ka3aa, 4e Hau-B8a>kHo e ga 3ana3sm ncuxukama cu. A
moBa ce cayuBa eguHcmBeHo ¢ hogkpenama Ha npusmeAu, pogHUHU, No3Hamu. A3 yce-
mux mo4yHo moBa. Heka umam kypark u goBepue Ha anekapume!

- UMawe Au momeHmMuU Ha yucmo YyoBewku cmpax?

- [a. OcobeHo B gHume, ko2zamo Hamax HukakBo nogobpeHue. ToBa u komeHmapume,
koumo 4yemsax u caywax, me naawexa. Hau-8a>kHusam u3B8og 3a meH e, 4e mps66a ga 6o-
gem xopa! la nomazame, konkomo u c kakBomo mo>kem. To3u nbm a3 6ax 8 cumyauyus ga
MU nomazam. baazogapeH cbm u Ha Aekapume, u Ha moume maaku navuueHmu, koumo
Bceku geH me 3aauBaxa ¢ gobpume cu gymu. MHO20 CbM UM hpu3HameAeH! Ha Bcuyku
06BuHeHus camo we karka - B npodecuama cu BuHazu cbm cna3zBan nbpBus u ocHoBeH
NPUHUUN Ha MeguuuHama - ga He Bpeguuwl. LLLacmAuB cbm, 4ye He 3apa3ux Hukoz0."

OpzaHu3zamop/Organized by:

=—=—_—=—— | BbAFAPCKM LEHTbP
3A HECTONMAHCRKO
—— NMPABO rPAXXAAHCKMU
- BYAUNHUK

C duHaHcoBama nogkpena Ha T
With the financial support of:

AMERICA FOR

BULGARIA

J‘SE

0
¥
(@
N
o

-‘{

FOUNDATION

A
HO HE\S

Sofia Municipality
Culture Programme



KIND WORDS

: Elena Chamurkova
Third place in the , Text“ Category

e realized he was heavily infected, though not unexpectedly. Because, by
vocation and by trade, Alexander Chanev was a paediatrician. He lived more
with the anxieties and joys of his little patients and their parents than with
his own. Following the safety precautions, he did not stop treating them evenin an
epidemic. By the way, most of his colleagues closed their surgeries and consulted
remotely, but Dr. Chanev took the measured risk and maintained his working
schedule. And the little ones got sick mindless of the epidemic situation. That‘s how
they grew up - with colds, flus, bronchitides, pneumonias and acute viral infections...

The state of emergency found him as a doctor in one of the capital‘s big hospitals.
Despite the worrisome times, he flew on the wings of love and was going through
an awesome period. He and his girlfriend were madly in love and were planning a
wedding in anticipation of their first child...

In high spirits, 1ignoring the growing fatigue of the hard working week, Alexander
could hardly wait his duty to be over and immediately left for his hometown. He
believed he would spend a wonderful weekend with his parents - also doctors - and
discuss his career prospects. He had received an excellent offer from a prestigious
private clinic, but he was 1n no hurry to decide.

The traffic on the highway seemed unusually light for a Friday night, and he enjoyed
the driving and the romantic sunset when he suddenly felt unwell. He began to
shiver and sweat. It occurred to him that he might have caught a cold or the flu as
he was knackered and his immunity was clearly lowering. It did not matter though,
at the weekend he would relax with a good book, laze around in front of the TV with
home-cooked food. There was nothing wrong with pampering himself for the last
time before officially changing his status of a single man. Plus he and his mother had
a very strong connection...

A surprisingly strong fit of coughing, however, drove away his idyllic thoughts. Dr.
Chanev managed to control it, gradually slowed down and stopped at the first lay-
by. It seemed he had a mild fever, so he took a medicine and continued after a short
rest. When he arrived, he had almost forgotten about it, because his discomfort was
gone. He had a wonderful family evening, but in the morning he felt unwell again and
went for an examination. The doctor, a family friend, sent him for an X-ray, which
turned out to be fine, and Alexander relaxed. Besides he did not have the chance to
worry about himself either - his phone was ringing almost constantly and he had
long conversations clarifying the complaints and treatment of his young patients.

On Monday morning, the young man was getting ready to travel back to Sofia.
He felt calm and in tune with himself - he had decided to accept the new job when
suddenly he felt that he had run a very high temperature. Instead of going to the
capital, he went to the nearest lab to get a PCR test for coronavirus.

The next 24 hours were the longest in his life because of the unknown outcome, but
his intuition did not let him down. In addition, the symptoms were conclusive. The
test was positive and he began to deteriorate sharply. His cough hardly stopped,
the shortness of breath was obvious. They did a CAT scan to him. This time there
was a pronounced bilateral pneumonia. He was admitted to the hospital, and the

media exploded a few hours later. The interest was huge - this was only the fiftieth
case in the country and the first for his hometown. Where, apropos, everyone knew
his family...

The websiteswithheld the name of the infected doctorand published only his initials,
but social media users immediately ,,unmasked“ him. An avalanche of furious and
vicious comments followed, as if the man had been a leper or infected with the
plague, and this was the most shameful thing in the world... Dr. Chanev was revolted,
and doubt started to gnaw at him. He had the feeling that his body and soul would
explode into thousands small pieces any moment. And not only from the disease,
but also from the hatred of so many and unknown people. He was scared, but not
for himself. What if he had done the wrong thing by not closing his office. If he had
put hundreds of little patients and their parents at risk?! How would he continue to
live with such a crushing responsibility?!

When he found out, he immediately sent a message to the Viber patient group. He
explained that he was infected and demanded that if anyone got even the slightest
symptoms, they should be tested immediately. He was adamant that he would bear
the cost of the tests.

For the next few days, he eagerly awaited the results, but thank God, no one was
infected. His parents‘ tests were also negative, but they were quarantined and cared
for by a friendly family. His girlfriend also isolated in their home in the capital and
the two phoned each other several times a day. She was well, unlike him.

Ten days after he had been admitted to the intensive care unit, his condition was
not yet stable and worried the doctors. Dr. Chanev lost fifteen kilograms, sometimes
gettingbetter, sometimes gettingworse, and there was still no algorithm to fight the
insidious disease. They gave him antibacterial and antiviral drugs, infused him with
immunostimulants. They even prescribed him chlorine preparations and changed
the antibiotic. Unfortunately, however, his temperature remained high, he coughed
ominously, was very exhausted, and was gasping for breath. And his spirits were
getting low as he read the negative comments about him.

One late afternoon, the Viber patient group beeped after a few days of silence.
Alexander opened the message with a sinking heart. He was expecting another
vicious comment, or even the worst, that someone had become infected because
of him. However, his worries quickly dissipated and for the first time in a long while,
the young man smiled. Five-year-old Maya‘s parents sent him her drawing dedicated
to him. She had outlined her tiny hand, and inside was a heart, below which stood a
sweet message in touching child’s handwriting:

»,Get well soon! You are my angel saviour!

Dr. Chanev felt that his eyes were brimming with tears and hurried to wipe them
because the evening round was about to begin. He did not want his colleagues to
think he was weak, but he could not resist this unexpected emotion. Maya was a
cheery and curious creature who, with her constant chatter and huge green eyes,
captivated people‘s hearts. He met her on the first working day after his short New
Year‘s holiday. They brought her to him one late afternoon - just like this one, but

now it was almost spring, and then - the snow was covering Sofia. How time passes -
thought Dr. Chanev... The girl was on her last legs. She had a fever and was vomiting
almost constantly. He got on the right side of the girl and she calmed down, examined
her, and prescribed her medication. Two days later, however, her mother called
and almost through tears explained that the child had no improvement. Without
hesitation, Alexander left his office and immediately headed for their home.

The little one was really in a bad way. Despite the prescribed diet, she vomited
everything she ate. Her body was dehydrated and her temperature was not dropping.
Dr. Chanev called an ambulance and accompanied the family to Pirogov, where he
arranged emergencytests. His fears were confirmed - Maya had developed arotavirus
infection. She was admitted to the hospital for a whole week, and despite his busy
schedule, he literally stole from his time to visit her every day. He even gave her a
few books and a drawing pad.

The young man looked at the drawing again. At that moment, he received another
message. It was a speedy recovery wish from another, elder patient of his, now a
teenager. This moved him and he felt much better. Suddenly he felt hungry and for
the first time in a long while, he enjoyed the taste of food at dinner.

The next few days he had a rapid improvement. And the kind words of his many
patients did not stop... When he was discharged, the media literally began to hunt
him. For the first few days, Dr. Chanev declined. But then he decided to share his story
to raise the spirits of all who were afraid. His interview for one of the local websites
blew up the social media. There were hundreds of thousands of likes, shares and
comments. And all of them - positive.

This time Dr. Chanev decided not to read them. Because he knew that in addition to
the genuine well-wishers, there were hypocrites. When he fell ill, these same people
accused him of all earthly sins, and now they congratulated him on his recovery and
applauded him. Without remorse ...

The young man set off for the capital. It was a beautiful April morning and it smelled
like spring. He begandaydreaming... He hadn‘thugged hiswife foramonth, butlonged
to caress her pregnant belly... At this very moment, she was reading his interview.
And she was crying. She was crying with joy that they survived this dreadful ordeal...

“I would tell coronavirus patients that the most important thing is to keep their
sanity. And this happens only with the support of friends, relatives, acquaintances.
| felt just that. Let them have the courage and trust their doctors!”

- Were there moments of purely human fear?

-Yes. Especiallyduring the dayswhen I had noimprovement. Thisand the comments
| read and listened to scared me. The most important conclusion for me is that we
must be human beings! To help as much as we can. This time | was in a situation
when | needed help. | am grateful to both the doctors and my little patients, who
overwhelmed me every day with their kind words. | am very grateful to them! To all
accusations, | will only say this - in my profession, | have always applied the first and
basic principle of medicine - do no harm. I‘m happy I didn‘t infect anyone. ,,
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KAY3A 110 BPEME HA KPU3A: MUCHUATA Bb3MOJXXHA

Oopomes NopgaHoBa
NMoyemHo omau4ue 8 kamezopus , Tekecm®

Ma CbMHeHUue, Ye COVID-19 npomeHu >kuBoma Ha Bcuyku Hu. OzpaHuyeHus,

3abpaHu, HanazaHe Ha cmpukmHu mepku u aganmupaHe kbm o6cmosmea-

cmBama Ha naHgemusama. BbB Bceku om Hac noHe BegHb)k ca u3znayBaau
4yyBcmBa Ha cmpax u mpeBoza, Hocmaaz2ust u mbaa, 6e3nomowHOCM u 6e3nones-
Hocm. NMpoy4BaHe Ha Jemckusa doHg Ha OOH - YHULLED, hpoBegeHo cpeg 810 yye-
HUUU OM ysinAama cmpaHa, Ha Bb3pacm medkgy 15 u 19 2., noka3B8a, 4ye umeHHO cmpax,
ckyka, pazgpa3HeHue, camoma u gpyau HezamuBHU emMouuu €a HAU-4eCcmo u3znum-
BaHume y muuHeugrkbpume no Bpeme Ha uz3BvHpegHOMO noAodkeHue. Mo-manvk
gaAn ca maage>kume, koumo npedkuBsaBam kpuzama noao>kumenHo. lopges ce, ye
Moemo y4uAuwe modke ga ce noxBaau umeHHo ¢ makvB gobvp npumep!

Heka 3ano4yHa om camomo Ha4ano...

(4

»,KakB8o o3HauaBa ga cu pogoalobeu?” , Tpsa66a Au obuuma kvm poguHama ga e Ha
noka3? ,,OmbkuBeauuya Au e nampuomu4yHomo Bb3numaHue Ha MAagume xopa?‘
»B MUHaAomMo AU mpsa66a ga mbvpcum ocHoBaHus 3a HauUuOHaAHA 20pgoCcm U CamMo-
4yyBcmBue uau B Hacmosw,emo?“ - nogobHuU Bvnpocu, npepacHanu B 6ypHa gucky-
cus, cmaHaxa noBog y4yeHuuume oM Hawemo y4yuAuwe u npenogaBameaume um
no ucmopus ga nogemam egHa uHuuyuamuBa, 3a koamo uckam ga Bu pa3zkayka.

B pa3znaneHu pa3z2oB8opu npemuHaBam nocaegHume ,4acoBe” npegu naHgemus-
ma. NMpoBokupaHu om npenogaBameAume cu ga gagam cvBpemeHHa geduHuuus
Ha u3pa3a ,pogoalobuBo geno” ce parkgam ugeu kamo ,,neeHe Ha XumMHa npegu 3a-
noyBaHe Ha y4yuAuwHume 3aHamus®, ,pa3y4aBaHe Ha mekcmoBeme Ha no3abpa-
BeHu cmapu nampuomuyHu necHu® u kakBo Au owe He, HO koHCceHcyc Hama... EgHu
cMsmam, 4e nampuomu3mMmbm He e ,gemoge’, gpyau, 4ye 6 21 Bek, koeczamo cBembvm
ce e npeBvpHan 8 ,,egHo 20Aamo0 ceno”, ocHoBaHue 3a pogoalobuBu 4yyBcmBa Hama.
KnacoBeme, HanbmcmBaHu B8 cnopa om yyumeaume cu, 3ano4B8am Bceku cBou vac,
ykpbvcmocBauku wnazu®, u ckopo cmaBa acHo, ye Bbmpe 8 mankume Hu knacoBe-co-
uuymu gopu ce opopmsm Aazepu - Ha koHcepBamopu mpaguuuoHaAucmu u Aube-
paau 2ano6aaucmu. 3a mo3u ,,kyamypeH guanoz2“ ce pa3uyBa He camo 8 geBemume

knacoBe, HO u 8 yyuauwemo...

N mvkmo npegu ga 6vbge omkpum modus vivendi, gouge naHgemusma om COVID-19!
OcmaHaxme cu y goma. 3ano4yHaxa oHAAuH YacoBeme, zoAimama mema 3a moBa

,Mpsa66a Au ga obuyame bbAzapus u 3aw,0; CPAMHO UAU gOCMOUHO € ga ce H6bA-
2apuH® 6ewe nozabpaBeHa. TpabBawe 6vp30 ga cBukHem ¢ HOBume naamdopmu
U op2aHu3auusa Ha obyyeHuemo! Ha 16 mapm 2020 2. Hamepuxme cvobweHue 66
BupmyaAnHume Hu kaacHU cmau no ucmopus, koemo 2aacewe: ,,Ako umaw AUMOHU
cu npaBuw AumoHaga!“ la npuemem, ye om Bcsika cumyauyus modkem ga uzBaevem
noA3a! MpusmHa unonzomBopHa paboma 86 BupmyaaHomo npocmpaHcmBo!® kak-
mo u npegaoXkeHue Ha Hawama ydyumeaka ga uznoazBame u3zBvHpegHama cumya-
uus, 3a ga peaAusupame uHmepecHa obwecmBeHa kay3a - npeuzgaBaHe Ha KObune-
eH Aucm om 1935 2., yuemo eguHcmBeHo HaAau4HO konue 6ewe 6 Aowo cbCcMosiHUe.
MoBogvbm - 180-ama 20guwHUHA om podkgeHuemo Ha CmedaH Kapagyka - AuMHOCM
msacHO cBbp3aHa ¢ ucmopusima Ha Job6pygrka. be3 uzauwHa nokazHocm u Bvnpeku
moBa c ycew,aHemo, Yye we Bbpwum Hew,o 3HAYUMO, HUe gobpoBoAHO ¢ >keaaHue U
UHMepec cmaHaxme Yyacm om kay3zama.

»Aa npenuwem BecmHuka 3a CmedaH Kapagrka 6e yygecHa uges, maka waxme ga
uz3B6agum om 3a6BeHue egHa 6ubauozpadcka ueHHOCM u ga Haydyum mMHo20. MoBe-
4emo om cbydyeHuuyume mu ce BgovxHoBuxa u uckaxa ga nomozHam 3a npenuca. U
maka ce cvbpaxme gocma xopa u 20 npenucaxme. AUYHO HA MeH MU Xapeca ma3u
uges, 3aw,omo mu u3z2aeXkgawe gocma uHmpuzyBawa, uHmMepecHa u nampuomuy-
Ha.“ - pagka3Ba CumeoH EHeB, yueHuk om 9 ,, [ “ LleaAma Ha 3aHamuemo 6e, npenuc-
Bauku mekcmoBe om muHanomo, ga ce 3ano3Haem kakmo ¢ mBopyecmBomo u Ha-
4YuHa Ha u3pa3gaBaHe Ha aBmopume, maka u ¢ 6buozpadusama Ha CmedaH Kapagrka
- BbAHeHus,, uHmepecHU nepuogu om >kuBoma, peBoAloyuoHHa geuHoCcmM U y4acmue
B8 yemHuyeckomo gBurkeHue. MbpBoHavyaAHUSM 3amucbA 6e ga ce HanpaBu neyam-
HO u3gaHue 3apagu HeBv3modkHocmma ga 6vge cvb3gageHo domomunHo makoBa.
Lleanma 6e go geHst Ha pockgeHuemo Ha CmedaH Kapagyka - 11 mau - ga 3ano4He ny6-
AukyBaHemo Ha npenucaHume cmamuu Ha cauma Ha yydyuAuwemo, kamo 3agadyama
6e ga ce 3ana3u u opu2uHaAHUsAM npaBonuc om MuUHaAOMO.

»rpouecvm 3a cb3gabaHemo Ha mo3u BecmHuk 6ewe MHO20 uHMepeceH u 3ababeH.
Bewe npegu3BukameacmBo Au4HO 3a meH, gokamo 20 npenuwa, 3awomo goceaa
He 65X nucana cbc cmapume 6va2apcku 6ykBu.” - pazka3Ba yyeHuvukama PagocaaBa
HukonoBa.

NeBopa HukonoBa, yueHuuka om 9 ,[1% ce 3aema cbc 3agayama ga HanpaBu pucyHka,
kosmo ga nocay>ku 3a 3a2aaBHa cmpaHuua. ,,baxme 3auHmepecoBaHu u 20cnoXkama
HU gage cmamuume, koumo mps66a ga npenuwem, u cbomBemHo Ha MmeH pucyHka-

ma, mvu kamo 6ax eguHcmBeHama, kosmo uckawe ga HapucyBa CmedaH Kapagka.
Camusam npouec 3a npecb3gaBaHemo Ha opu2uHaAa He 6ewe mpygeH, mbvu kamo
pucyHkama He e 20nima. bewe npukalovyeHue, gokamo g HapucyBam, 3awomo goce-
2a He 65ax pucyBana makb8 mun dopmam u mpab6Bawe ga HanpaBsa camume cBem-
AoceHku ¢ mbHkonucuu u mapkepu. Ho cbwuHckuam npouec npu cb3gaBaHemo Ha
mo3u BecmHuk 6ewe MHO20 uHMepeceH u 3a6aBerH” - cnogeas ms.

He no-pa3Auy4Ho e MHeHUemo u Ha 2->ka Hagebkga NBaHoBa: ,,Cnopeg meH geuama
Hay4yuxa MHo20. bewe um 3a6aBHo. ToBa e egHo u3zkaloyumeaHo cmucaeHO geno,
koemo e Hawusam npuHoc kbm kyamypHo-ucmopuyeckomo Hu HacaegcmBo. 3HauHo
e, 4ye B obpygrka, kakmo ka3z6a u camama yBogHa cmamus Ha BecmHuka, uma gBe
umeHa, koumo Bceku gobpygrkaHeuy, mpa68a ga nomHu. ToBa ca umemo Ha Acnapyx
u umemo Ha Kapagrkama. Cmamuume ca uzkaloyumeaHo uHmepecHuU. A3 Mucas, Yye
3a cvBpemeHHama nybauka me 6uxa npegcmabasBanu uHmepec - ,,lMogBu2bm Ha
Kapagrkama® , ) KuBom u >kuBomonucHu 6eae>kku Ha CmedaH Kapagrka“,,,loaumu-
yecku xaugymuH® B camusg lobuneeH aucm e nybaukyBaHo egHO uHMEpPECHO cmu-
xomBopeHue Ha [lopa lNbe, nocBemeHo Ha CmedaH Kaparkga u nocaAegHume gHU

om >kuBoma my u He208us nogBuz.”

Caeg COVID-19 >kuBomvm Ha Bcuyku HU npugobu HOB cmucbA. Lleausm cBam ce
NpPOMeHU U HagaAu Beye we e cowuam, Hau-mankomo Hue Hama ga cme. Bumkama
ga ona3um cebe cu u 6Auzkume cu He 6ewe Hukak aAecHa. TeXkHU U MpayHU MmucAu
u emouuu cnoxoguxa Bceku om Hac, HO Hue Hamepuxme HayuH, gopu 66 Bpeme
Ha u3zoAauusma, ga cme 3aegHo, obeguHeHu om ,,gobpusa npumep®. HagaBame ce
ga umame Bv3zmo)kHocm ga HanpaBum u ucmuHcku nevameH 6pou Ha lobuaeuHus
AUCM U ga 20 hpegcmaBum npeg nybauka. Aa pa3zkakem, ye kayzama Hu gage om-
20B80p Ha cnopa:

NMampuomu3mbm He ce gemoHCcmpupa 4ype3 mamyupoBkume c Auka Ha AeBcku u
BomeB, HUMoO c pa3mepa Ha 6vbA2apckomo 3Hame Bbvpxy kanaka Ha konama. Tou ce
kpue 8 mankume Hewa, 6 edkegHeBHUmMe HuU ycuAus ga cme omz2060pHU U chAOmMEeHU
8 mpygHuUme momeHmMu, ga cu cv3ygaBame cmucaeHu kay3u u ga mbvpcum ocHoBaHu-
fma 3a HauUOHaAHa 20pgocm He B muHanomo, a 6 Hacmoswemo. ToBa HanpaBuxa
Moume Cby4eHuuyu. Te He camo HU hpeHecoxa B gpyz2a peaAHOCM, HO U HU NpUNOM-
Huxa 3a eguH 4YoBek, yuamo 6uozpadusa conperkuBsaxme, 3a ga mo>ke HezoBama ka-
y3a ga Hu nocay>ku kamo mogen Ha noBegeHue, koumo ga caegBame!
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A CAUSE IN A TIME OF CRISIS: MISSION POSSIBLE

Doroteya Yordanova
Honorary distinction in the , Text“ Category

here is no doubt that COVID-19 has changed the lives of all of us. Restrictions,

banns, strict measures imposed and adaptation to the conditions of the

pandemic. Feelings of fear and anxiety, nostalgia and sadness, helplessness
and uselessness have surfaced in each of us at least once. A study by the United
Nations Children‘s Fund - UNICEF, conducted among 810 students across the country,
aged 15 to 19, shows thatitis fear, boredom, irritability, loneliness and other negative
emotions that are most common in teenagers during the state of emergency. Young
people who experience the crisis positively form a smaller share. | am proud that my
school can boast of such a good example!

Let me start from the very beginning...

“What does 1t mean to love your country?”, “Should love for the homeland be on
display?”, “Is patriotic upbringing of young people out-dated?”, “Should we look for
reasons for national pride and self-confidence in the past or should we look in the
present?” - such questions, which grew into a heated discussion, became the reason
students from our school and their history teachers to undertake an initiative, about
which | want to tell you.

The last ,,hours” before the pandemic were passing in heated conversations. Incited
by their teachers to give a modern definition of the term “patriotic cause”, ideas
such as “singing the anthem before classes”, “studying the lyrics of forgotten old
patriotic songs” and what not came up but there was no consensus... Some believed
that patriotism was not ,,out of fashion, others that in the 21st century, when the
world had become ,one big village®, there were no grounds for patriotic feelings.
The classes guided by their teachers in the debate began each lesson, "crossing
swords”, and it soon became clear that camps of traditionalist conservatives and
liberal globalists were even forming within our small communities of classes. The
news about this “cultural dialogue” spread not only in the ninth grade, but also in

the school...

Andjust before the modus vivendi was discovered, the COVID-19 pandemic had come!

We stayed home. The online classes started, the big topic of “should we love Bulgaria
and why; is it shameful or worthy to be a Bulgarian” was somewhat forgotten. We
had to quickly get used to the new platforms and organization of learning! On 16
March 2020, we found a message in our virtual history classrooms, which read: “If you
have lemons, make lemonade!” Let‘s assume that we can benefit from any situation!
Pleasant and productive work in the virtual space!”, as well as a suggestion from
our teacher to use the emergency situation to realize an interesting public cause -
a reissue of the Jubilee List from 1935, the only available copy of which was in poor
condition. The occasion - the 180th anniversary of the birth of Stefan Karadzha - a
person closely associated with the history of Dobrudzha. Without undue flashiness,
and yet with the feeling that we would do something significant we, of our own
accord, with desire and interest became part of the cause.

“The coping the newspaper about Stefan Karadzha was a great idea and we would
rescue from oblivion a bibliographic gem and learn a lot.” Most of my classmates
were inspired and wanted to help with the transcript. So we, a lot of people, gathered
and transcribed it. Personally, | liked it this idea, because it seemed quite intriguing,
interesting and patriotic to me.”- says Simeon Enev, a student of 9 “D” class.

The aim of the undertaking was by copying texts from the past, to get acquainted
with the works and the way of expression of the authors, as well as with the biography
of Stefan Karadzha - what excite him, interesting periods in his life, his evolutionary
activity and participation in the rebel movement. The original idea was to make a
printed edition because of the impossibility to create a phototype one. The goal was
to start posting the transcribed articles on the school‘s website by the time of Stefan
Karadzha‘s birthday - May 11, and the task was to preserve the original spelling from
the past.

“The process of creating this newspaper was very interesting and fun. It was a
challenge for me personally to copyit, because | had neverwrittenin the old Bulgarian
letters before.” - says student Radoslava Nikolova.

Devora Nikolova, a student of 9 “D”, took on the task of making a drawing that would
serve as a title page. “We were interested and the teacher assigned to us the articles

we had to copy and the drawing to me, because | was the only one who wanted to
draw Stefan Karadzha. The process of recreating the original was not difficult, as the
drawing was not big. Drawing it was an adventure because | had never painted this
type of format before and | had to make the chiaroscuro myself with fine point pens
and markers. But the process itself of creating this newspaper was very interesting
and fun” - said she.

The opinion of Mrs. Nadezhda Ivanova is no different: “In my opinion, the children
learned a lot. They enjoyed it. This is an extremely meaningful work, which is our
contribution to our cultural and historical heritage. It is known that in Dobrudzha,
as the introductory article of the newspaper itself says, there are two names that
every person from Dobrudzha should remember. These are the name of Asparuh and
the name of the Karadzha. The articles are extremely interesting. | think that for the
present day audience they would be of interest - “The heroic deeds of the Karadzha”,
“The life and biographical notes of Stefan Karadzha”, “Political rebel”. An interesting
poem by Dora Gabe, dedicated to Stefan Karadzha and the last days of his life and

his heroic deeds, was published in the Jubilee List itself.”

.

After COVID-19, the lives of all of us have taken on a new meaning. The whole world
has changed and it is unlikely it will be the same, at least we will not be. The battle
to protect our loved ones and ourselves was not easy. Sad and gloomy thoughts and
emotions overcame each of us, but we found a way, even in times of isolation, to be
together, united by the “good example”. We hope to have the opportunity to make a
real printed edition of the Jubilee List and present it to the public. To tell all that this
cause gave us an answer to the dispute:

Patriotism 1s not demonstrated in tattoos with the faces of Levski and Botev, nor in
the size of the Bulgarian flag on the hood of one’s car. It lies in the little things, in
our daily efforts to be responsible and united in difficult times, to create meaningful
causes and to look for reasons for national pride not in the past but in the present.
That is what my classmates did. They not only brought us to another reality, but also
reminded us of a man whose biography we empathized with, so that his cause could
serve us as a model to follow!
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ACOLUNAIINATA HA HESABUCHUMUTE KHUXAPHHUIIN B UTAANS Cb3JAILE BAAYTA

3A BAKYIIYBAHE HA KHHUI'HU

MayAuHa NezoBa
MoyemHo omauyue 8 kamezopus ,,Tekcm®

umepamypama kamo Bcsiko gpyzo uzkycmBo e cmauBawa cuaa, kosmo yecmo Hu
cnacsiBa om emouyuoHaAHUMe HU mpeBozu. Kamo Hu npeHacs 6 eguH gpy2 cBsm, HU
nomaza noHe 3a manko ga 3a6paBum 3A0gesiHUSSIMa om peaAHUSs.

B Mmaausa uzkycmBomo e Bucoko mayeHo. Ocb3HaBauku noA3ume om Aumepamypama
Bbpxy gyweBHomMo u ncuxuyecko cbcmosiHue Ha omgeAHust uHguBug, Bcudku He3aBucumu
yaneHoBe Ha MmanuaHckama acouyuauus Ha gemckume kHukapHuuyu cb3gagoxa uHuyua-
muBa 3a hognomazaHe Ha ¢uzudeckomo cbcmosiHue Ha cbzparkgaHume cu. B ocHoBama u
cmou HoBou3mucaeHa Baanyma 3a 3akynyBaHe Ha gemcku kHuzu, kpbcmeHa Bookcoin.

Bookcoin npegcmaBagaB8am 6aHkHomu, HapucyBaHu om ualocmpamopa NBaH KaHy - gupek-
mop Ha ,,Mimaster lllustrazione®, Bvpxy koumo cmosm AukoBeme He Ha noanumuuyu, kpane
UAU HAUUOHAaAHU 2epou, a Ha egHU om Hau-o6uyHume aBmopu Ha gemcka Aumepamypa -
MbkanHu Pogapu, Acmpug AuHgzpeH u Poang AaA. o msix 20pgo ca 3acmaHaAu u Hakou om
Hau-u3B8ecmHume um nepcoHaxku.

»,Ko2amo me nokaHuxa ga ce Bkaloya 6 npoekma, He uckax ga pucyBam aBmopume no gem-
cku Ha4uH, makap 4e kay3zama e HacoyeHa kbm geuama. Mgesma e me ga umam cbwa-
ma Baacm, kakBamo umam pogumeaume, ko2zamo u3znoa3Bam cmaHgapmHume napu. Tbu
kamo 2oaama yacm om ukoHomukama e npegHa3HavyeHa 3a geyama, ga UM gagem oce3aem
cumBoA e HavyuH ga 2u nokaHum ga yyacmBam B8 cB8ema kamo npomazoHucmu.”, cnogeas
NBaH KaHy.

MHuuyuamuBama e BcaegcmBue ukoHomuueckama kpusza, Hacmvnuaa 8 , bomywa“ 3apagu
naHgemusima om COVID-19. Banymama we ce noa38a nog dopmama Ha nogapbvyHu Bayye-
pu. AMbuuusama e ga nognomozHe Bv3parkgaHemo Ha gemckama Aumepamypa, kakmo u
ga cnomozHe 3a 6vbgewomo pazBumue Ha He3aBucumume kHudkapHuuu 6 cmpaHama, kou-
Mo He ca hogkpeneHu om 20AeMu MacMmeguu uAu komnaHuu.

Bookcoin we ce u3noa3Ba u kamo gonbAHUMeAHA nomouwy, 3a duHaHcupaHe Ha HOBu 6ub6-
Auomeku, koumo we ce nocmposm 8 Hau-caabo pazBumume pauoHu Ha Mmaaus, Hace-
AeHU om couuanHo cAabu xopa. NMeyanbama om 3akyneHume kHuzu, we ce u3znoa36a u 3a
u3z2pakgaHe Ha y4yuAuwHuU 6ubAuomeku, op2aHu3zupaHe Ha AumepamypHU decmuBanu u
kypcoBe 3a o6y4eHue Ha 6bgew,u yyumeau.

Om ukoHomu4ecka 2aegHa moyka Baaymama modke ga ce npeBbvpHe 8 ueHHa uHBecmuuyus
3a HaUUOHAAHUMe u mecmHu npaBumeacmBa, kakmo u 3a kHukHusa 6u3zHec. Mo npumepa
Ha kpunmo Baanymume, c Bookcoin moyke ga ce na3apyBa om Bceku oHAauH maza3uH, kak-
Mo u npe3 naAamdopmume ¢ haamedXkHa cucmema: Bitcoin, Ethereum, Ripple, Bitcoin Cash,
Litecoin, NEO, Monero, Dash, NEM, Ethereum Classic, ZCash, Verge, Dogecoin, Namecoin,
TokenPay u DigiByte.

3a yeama npegcmou MmaauaHckama acouuauus Ha gemckume kHwkapHuuu ga yypegu
doHgauus, 8 kosmo we yvacmBam uzmvkHamu kyamypHu geuuu, pvkoBogeH komumem u
HazHayeH gemcku naypeam - nocm, koumo ce npucvkga npe3 g8e 2oguHu. Cpeg Hau-mbp-
ceHume u360pu 3a Aaypeam ca nucameau uau ualocmpamopu Ha gemcku kHu2u cbc 3a-
BugHu nocmukeHus B 6paHwa.

Acouuauusama we mbpcu nogkpena u om 6u3zHeca. MHBecmumopu moz2am ga 6bgam Bcu4ku
6aHku, 6Aa2zomBopumenHuU op2aHu3auuu, op2aHu3ayuu ¢ HecmonaHcka uea, kopnopamu6-
HU gapumeAu UAU YacmHu Auua. Kem uHuyuamuBama wie ce Bkaloyam u uzgamencku kvuwiu
uAu aBmopu, omyeau npogark6a Ha Hag 100 000 mupark om aBmopcko npou3BegeHue.

THE ASSOCIATION OF INDEPENDENT BOOKSTORES IN ITALY CREATES CURRENCY

FOR BUYING BOOKS

Paulina Gegova
Honorary distinction in the , Text“ Category

iterature, like any other art, is an amazing force that often saves us from our
emotional concerns. By taking us to another world, it helps us to forget, at least for a
while, the atrocities of the real world.

In Italy, art is highly revered. Realizing the benefits of literature on the mental and
psychological state of the individual, all independent members of the Italian Association
of Children‘s Bookstores have created an initiative to support the physical condition of
their fellow citizens. It is based on a newly invented currency for buying children‘s books,
called Bookcoin.

Bookcoin are banknotes drawn by the illustrator lvan Canu - manager of ,,Mimaster
lllustrazione®, on which not the portraits of politicians, kings or national heroes are
displayed, but of some of the most beloved authors of children‘s books - Gianni Rodar,
Astrid Lindgren and Roald Dahl. Some of their most famous characters stand proudly next
to them.

“When | was asked to join the project, | did not want to paint the authors in a childish
way, although the cause is aimed at children. The idea is that they have the same power
as their parents when they use standard money. Since a large part of the economy is
intended for children, giving kids a tangible symbol is a way to invite them to take part in
the world as protagonists,” says Ivan Canu.

The initiative is the result of the economic crisis in the Italian peninsula due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. The currency will be used in the form of gift vouchers. The ambition
1s to support the revival of children‘s literature, as well as to help the future development
of independent bookstores in the country, which are not supported by big mass media or
companies.

Bookcoin will also be used as an additional aid to finance the building of new libraries in
the least developed areas of Italy, populated by socially disadvantaged people. The profit
from the purchased books will also be used to build school libraries, organize literary
festivals and training courses for prospective teachers.

From an economic point of view, the currency can become a valuable investment for the
national and local governments, as well as for the book publishing and selling companies.
Following the example of cryptocurrencies, Bookcoin can be purchased from any online
store, as well as through platforms with a payment system: Bitcoin, Ethereum, Ripple,
Bitcoin Cash, Litecoin, NEO, Monero, Dash, NEM, Ethereum Classic, ZCash, Verge,
Dogecoin, Namecoin, TokenPay and DigiByte.

To this end, the Italian Association of Children‘s Bookstores will set up a foundation,
which will include prominent cultural figures, a managing committee and an appointed
children’s laureate - a position that will be awarded every two years. Among the most
sought after laureate picks are writers or illustrators of children‘s books with enviable
achievements in the industry.

The association will also seek support from the business. All banks, charities, non-profit
organizations, corporate donors or individuals can be Investors. The initiative will also
include publishing houses or authors who have reported sales of over 100,000 copies of an
author‘s work.
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AHTHUI'OHA

Nembp JumoB
CneuuanHo omaudue 8 kamezopus , Tekcm*

opkusm KaHm. CAeg MHO20 dpunrocodcku npo3peHus, omez2yeH om peaAu3ma

u npazmamu3ma 8 Hawus yoBewku cB8sam, npekapan 8 uzoaauus Bmopama

nonoBuHa om >kuBoma cu, pazmuwaaBauku uma Au Hew,o no-Bucwe om Hac.
Hakpas, kozamo pa36paa, 4e uma no-Bucwa cuaa... noaygsa. B ma3u Bpbv3ka He cme
AU u3znpaBeHu u HUe npeg cvwama cbgba? Hama Au Hew,o no-Bucwe om Hac, koe-
mo ga Hu gaBa 3Hauu? Oa Hu cbobwaba, ye Hew,o0 He e Hapeg B Hawus cBam, ye
Hew,o mps66a ga npomeHuMm. [Jaau npeg Hac Beye He cou cmapusm Bbnpoc Ha
gamckust npuHu uAu npegu moBa we ce cemum 3a 2onemust BbpHapg Loy u Hez0-
Bama ceHmeHuusa?

3aw,0? He e Au moBa Bbnpocvm. 3aw,0? 3awo? KakBo ce cayuBa ¢ Hac u Hawus
cBam? Tou Hukoza Au Beye HIMaA ga e cbwusm? 3awo0? Ko2zamo y Hac ueausm yBe-
ceAnumeneH napk 6ewe 6 npuHygumeaHa no4uBka 3apagu naHgemussma COVID-19,
Bcuuku 208o0pexa camo 3a napu, Ho Hukou He cnomeHa, 4e mpsi66a ga 6vgem
no-gobpu. 3awo? He AeBcku, a eguH gpy2 Bacua, npekpbcmua cebe cu A3uc, e

ANTIGONE

Petar Dimov
Special distinction in the ,Text“ Category

oor Kant. After many philosophical insights, bored with the realism and

pragmatism in our human world, he spent the second half of his life in

isolation, pondering whether there was anything higher than us. Finally,
when he realized there was a higher power ... he lost his mind. Speaking of which,
are we not facing the same fate? Isn’t there something higher than us that gives
us signs? Telling us that something is wrong in our world that we need to change
something. Aren’t we faced with the old question of the Danish prince or before
that we’ll remember the great Bernard Shaw and his adage?

Why? Isn’t that the question. Why? Why? What is happening to our world and us?
Will 1t never be the same again? Why? When the whole amusement park in our
country was on forced leave because of the COVID-19 pandemic, everyone was
talking only about money, but no one mentioned that we should be better people.
Why? Not Levski, but another Vasil, who adopted the moniker Azis, 1s the idol of

UgOA Ha nusHama gbvprkaBa. 3aw,0? Mmnepusma omBbg okeaHa ce mpece u cumya-
uusma Hanogo6sa6a kbcHus Pum. 3awo0? Augepume Ha EBponeuckus meza cvlo3 ca
coAugapHu, noBmapsam, coanugapHu ¢ Bcudkume cu 500 mAH. Ykumeau camo koza-
mo cAaywam LLymaH 8 Bplokcea. 3awo0? Knemama Aombapgusi cmaHa Hapuuamea-
HO U bepz2amo, u MuAaHo 6axa coyeHu kamo Cogom u flomop. 3awo0? HaAu xopama
umam Hy>kga om xopama. 3aw,0? Te3u Augepu u3z2aedkgaxa kamo ,, xomocekcyanu-
cmu® - 8 gobpus cmucoba, u Bceku xapecBawe camo cebe cu. 3awo0? Haau 6axme
60208e. Hanu 3Haexme Beye Bcuyvko. Haau ma3zu Bucwa cuna e moakoBa 6au3o, 6e3
3HayeHue konko cme ganeye Beve om Hesl. Haau He modke ga 6vge no-ganeye om
cbpuama Hu! Haau ms Hu e cb3gana no cBou o6pa3z u nogobue. Camo 3a mo3u Bu-
pyC AU HAMame uMyHuUmem? Huma umame 3a pagocm, ckpv6, Alo608 u cmpacm?
3awomo caeg COVID-19 we gouge gpyz, we npe>kuBeem u Hez0, we ce XBbpAaum

C owie no-20AiMa cMpbB ga mpyname, we cmaHem 10 uau 12 muauapga, gokamo
Hsakou geH we 6bge onacHo ga obmeHaAMe gopu meAecHU meyHocmu. 3aw,0? CBe-
mbvm, koumo Hu 3ao06ukans e 3vA u BparkgebeH. 3aw,0 300mo cee cBoume cemeHa
HaBcakbge? Kou cme Hue? Kou cbm a3? 3awo uzrybux moume 6Au3ku? 3awo uzzy-
6ux u mauka cu, u>keHama, koasmo obuyax? Kvge e Alo608ma, kbge e O6uuma.

Makap 4e, gokamo 6ax nycHam 6 gomaweH omnyck, ycnax ga Hameps 4oBek, kou-

the intoxicated country. Why? The empire overseas is shaking and the situation
resembles that of latter-day Rome. Why? The leaders of the European mega-union
are in solidarity, | repeat, in solidarity with all their 500 million inhabitants only
when they listen to Schumann in Brussels. Why? Poor Lombardy became a byword
and Bergamo and Milan were referred to as Sodom and Gomorrah. Why? People
need people, don‘t they? Why? These leaders looked like “homosexuals” - in a
good way, and everyone liked only themselves. Why? Weren‘t we gods? Didn’t we
already know everything. Isn’t this higher power so close, no matter how far we
are from it already. It can‘t be further from our hearts! Didn’t it create us in its own
image and likeness. Don‘t we have immunity only to this virus? Do we have it to
joy, sorrow, love and passion? Because after COVID-19 another one will come, we
will survive it too, we will throw ourselves with even more fury to accumulate, we
will become 10 or 12 billion, while one day it will be dangerous to exchange even
body fluids. Why? The world around us is evil and hostile. Why does evil sow its
seeds everywhere? Who are we? Who am I? Why did | lose my loved ones? Why did
| lose both my mother and the woman | loved? Where 1s Love, where is Affection.

mo ga me Bneyamau u 3apagu ko2como ga 3anoyHa Ha Yyucmo ommyk Hamamwuk,
»keHa kosmo e Bugsaaa nvpBo Aowama cmpaHa Ha >kuBoma. HagsBam ce 3aegHo
ga omkpuem gobpomama. 3aw,omo HaAu cAaeg 3A0mo ugBa u gobpomo. Haau caeg
yymama ce poguxa Opkomo u AeoHapgo. Pogu ce PeHecaHca. Pogu ce npomsiHama.
HaAu moBa ucka Hebemo om Hac. Haau ma3u Bucwa cuaa Hu cb3gage no-cBou 06-
pa3 u nogobue, gobpu u cbcmpagameaHu. 3aw,0? Hama Au ga 20 pazbepem, kbcHo
AU e?

begHuam cmap KaHm. [loHe 3a egHO CbM cu2ypeH - mMpygHO w,e HU choAemu Hezo-
Bama cvgba.

»YBarkaemu npusmenu,

Agmupauuu 3a npekpacHama Bu uHuyuamuBa u 8b3mo’kHocmma ga u3pa3s 4pe3
cuaama Ha choBomo cBossma no3uyus 3a 2A06aAHU U coUuuaAHU npobAaemu. BAazo-
gapHocmu u Ha AgMuHucmpauusma Ha 3amBopa - 2pag Cmapa 3a20pa, 3a peaAHUS
waHc Bceku om Hac ga ycemu om ma3u mazus HapeyeHa CBo6oga Ha cnoBomo u
gyxa.“ - om aBmopa.

Although, while | was on home leave, | was able to find someone to impress me
and for whom to start from scratch, a woman who had seen the bad side of life
first. | hope we find kindness together. Because after the evil comes the good.
Weren'’t Giotto and Leonardo born after the plague. The Renaissance was born. The
change was born. Isn’t that what heaven wants from us. Didn’t this higher power
create us to its own image and likeness, kind and compassionate. Why? Won‘t we
understand it, is it too late?

Poor old Kant. | am sure of at least one thing - we will hardly meet his fate.

,Dear friends,

Admiration for your wonderful initiative and the opportunity to express my
position on global and social issues through the power of word. Thanks also to the
Administration of the Prison - Stara Zagora, for the real chance every one of us had
to feel this magic called Freedom of speech and spirit.“ - by the author.
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